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The PREFACE. 
Containing mw. 

_ RefleSiions on the Firſt Sermon, 8c. 


HE Writer of the two Sermons, ſaid to have 
been preach'd at Sa/isbury on the 5th and th 
of November 1710, by the I B—— of 
S — llays down: this as a Maxim, p. 22. That 
«* Whatever Moderation ox Charity we may ows to 
« Mens Perſons, we owe none at all to their Errors, 
* and to that Frame which is built on, and ſupported. 
« by them: And therefore | have no need to make any 
other Apology to this Author for my following Re- 
marks, than what his own Maxim does abundently 
furniſh me. withal. 

In reading. theſe two Sermons, one is apt to-ſuſpe& 
the Truth of their Title Page; and queſtion how tis 
poſſible that the B of $—-— ſhould be the Au- 
thor of them? For who, that knows his L=——p's 
Chriſtian Compaſſion, and Diſpoſition to ſympathize 
with thoſe who mourn for the Slain of our Country- 
men, our Friends and Relations, would take 
this to come from his L——p's Mouth, © Even a 
« devouring Wat bas made ſo inconfiberable a Con- 
< ſumption of our People, that it is ſearce to be diſ- 
% cernd, p. 5 
Who that has any Experience of his L——p's 
Moderation and Tenderneſs for erroneous Conſciences, 
can believe that theſe following Words concerning the 
Popiſh Powder-Plot, were utter'd by his L p. 
p. 8. If fo diabolical a Plot, brought ſo near having 


ehe moſt diſmal Effe@ poſſible, had carried the Na+ 


tion even to the Severtties of a total Extir« 
“ pation, / bigh a Provocation mult have excuſed, 
* not quite juſtify d the Proceeding. Theſe are the 
very Words of our Author, without the leaſt Variati- 
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a The PREFACE. __ + 
on; and the plain Senſe and Meaning of em is, That 
if the Engliſh Nation had, for the ſake of what Helliſh 
Plot, utterly deſtroy'd and cut off every Papiſt, wich- 
out Diſtinction of Quality, Age, or Sex, ſo as to 
leave them neither Root nor Branch among us, which 
is a total Extirpation : The high Provocation 
(which by the way, was given but by a very few in 
compariſon to the whole) muſt have excuſed, if not 
quite juſtified the Proceeding. 

I'm ſure his L p knows, tliat natural Religion 
teaches, and reveal'd Religion confirms this Doctrine, 
That the Innocent ſhall not be cut off, of footed up 
for the Crimes and Wickedneſſes of the Guilty; tis 
a ſelf-evident Truth, and needs no Demonſtration : 
How then can it be affirmed, that the Hellifhneſs of 
a few fiery Zealots Plots and Deſigns, the high Pro- 
vocation given by a few harden'd V iHains, muſt have 
been an Excuſe, if not an entire Fuſtification for the 
Barbarity and Inhumanity of ſo conſummate a Revenge, 
as the rooting up of Thouſands, and ten Thouſands 
of Innocents, who never had, and we may charitably 
believe never would have had, any the leaſt Share in 
the Guilt of thoſe flagitious Sinners? 

If any of rhoſe call'd YigheFlpers, had run to this 
Exceſs againſt our Fanaticks , who once effected 
(what thoſe Diabolical Plorters, God be praiſed, could 
not compaſs) the total Overthrow of out Church and 
Government; if one of thote calPd High-Churchmen, 
had bur affirm'd, that the Provocation once given to 
this Nation by our Ani-Eprſcopal Enthafiaſts (who 


once murder'd in a moſt barbarous, and till then, un- 
heard of Manner, Our Royal Sovereign, and deſtroy'd 


our moſt Excellent Conſtitution both in Church and 
State, after they had moſt ſavagely burcher*d Thou- 


. fands, who oppos'd their helliſh Defigns) muſt have 


excus'd, if not quite juſtify d, their total Extirpa- 
tion; what a Cry (and that juſtly too) {ſhould we 
then have had, againſt ſuch a Spirit of Malice and Re- 
wy wiki vengez 


The PREFACB. | 
venge; how loudly ſhould we have been then told, 
that ſuch an Aſſertion ſavour d of nothing better, than 
the Deviliſh Spirit of Anti-Chrift, as being ſo diame- 
trically oppoſite to the Temper and Diſpohtion of the 
Chriſtian Religion! His L 
have been one of the forwardeſt to enter his Proteft 
againſt fo uncharitable, ſo inhumane a Sentence; and 
certainly, if tis reaſonable to believe, that ſuch a to- 
tal Extirpation of Fanaticks, for the fake of multi- 


tudes of their Fraternity, who were actually concern'd 


in, and at laſt executed their Diabolical Plots and Con- 
trivances would be deſervedly branded by his L——p 
with ſuch black and odious Marks and Characters; 
How much more ſhould we believe, that his L——p 
deteſts and abhors any Plea of Excuſe for ſuch a total 
Extirpation of Papiſts, for the ſake of a few Miſcre- 
ants z as is, not only inconſiſtent with his L——p's own 
declar'd and avowed Principle of Moderation, but al- 
ſo at leaſt as cruel and barbarous, as inhuman and anti- 
chriſtian as the other Tora! Extirpation of Fanaticks 
would have been in all reſpetts whatſoever? There's no 
Reaſon to queſtion his Lordſhip's juſt Abhorrence of this 
total Extirpation, ſince tis ſuch a monſtrous Degree of 


Heat and Fury, that it infinitely exceeds and ſurpaſſes 
that RAGE, Which our Writer would , 


make us believe ſome * ſew now-a-days 9 & 
for our Church. | 


*Tis very ſtrange, that this Writer ſhould firſt aſſert, 
that ſuch a Io! Extirpation mult have been Excus d, 
if not quite Fuftifyd, and then immediately to add, 
* But our Religion teaches ut milder things. Either 
the rotal Extirpation he ſpeaks of muſt not have been 
Excus d; or if it nuſt, then our Religion does not 
teach us milder things : For if our Religion teaches us 
milder things than ſuch Total Extirpations; then it 
will follow, that ſuch Tora! Extirpations are Breaches 
of the Precepts of our Religion; and if ſo, then how 
can their Excuſableneſs be conſiſtent with that Holy 
and Pure Religion, which admits of No Excuſes for 
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wilful and deliberate Sins? Much leſs does it allow 
of ſuch Excuſes for Sin, as are ſo Cogent and Strong, 
as to leave no Room for a juſt Reply to them; it may 
be ask'd, Whether that Excuſe which our Author here 
ſpeaks of, is not of that ſort? for he tells us, That 
the Diabolical Plot, &c. mult have Excut d the Total 
Extirpation. Therefore, if it muſt have Excxs'd, &c. 
there could have been nothing juſtly ſaid to the contra- 
ry ; for what muſt be excus'd, has Reaſon for its Ex- 
cuſe; and there's no contradicting of Reaſon. Some 
Papiſts, while they acknowledge the religious Obliga- 
tion of Oaths and Covenants, do at the ſame time 
affirm, That no Faith is to be kept with Hereticks; and 
I would fain know, whether it 1s not as corrupt a 
Piece of Popery, to acknowledge, that our Religion 
teaches us milder things than total Extirpation 
and at the fame time to affirm, that Tuch an Extir- 
pation muſt have been excus'd, if not quite Jultified ? 
In Page 9. Our Author would make us believe, 
that his L p teaches us what is the Eſſence of 
our Conſtitution of Government, in theſe Words; 
© The Eflence of our Conſtitution lies in this, That 
& the Legiſlature is in the King with the two Houſes 
« of Parliament, but the Execution of the Lato is ſingly 
* in the Crown. I ſhall induſtriouſly avoid concer- 
ning my felt with State Politicks, they being utterly 
foreign ro my preſent Defign ; bur this I mult obſerve; 
that this pretended Deſcription of the Eſſence of our 
Conſtitution is ſo indeterminate and indefinite, that no- 
thing of the true Nature thereof can be learn'd from 


it; fiace it neither determines what is the Oyigina! 


Foundation of the Legiſlature, wherher the King, or 


the two Houſes of Parliament; nor, it they be ſuppos d 


by him to be co-ordinate, how this Equality came firſt 
into Being. And as to the Execution of the Law, its 
« being ſingly in the Crown, does not give us any the 
leaſt Idea, whether this Prerogative of the Crown, 
was ever receivd from any other human Authority - 
perior to that of the Crown, or whether ?ys an Inde- 

pendent 
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ndemt Prerogative of the Crown, Founded upon no 
Fich ſuperior Authority whatſoever. So great a Lati- 
ade is there in this Account of what he calls the Eſ- 
Tencs of our Conſtitution, that we may reaſonably ask 
this Queſtion, whether it will not ſerve for any Turn, 
and ſuit to any Scheme of Politicks, which ſome may 
have Occaſion to apply it ro? 
In Page 10. Our Author lays this down for a Maxim, 
viz. ©* In all Relations where the Foundation is taken 
% away, the Relation and Obligation arifing out of it, 
« are deſiroyd. Then he would ſeem to apply the 
Maxim thus, The Relation of Children to a Parent, 
« ariſes out of his conveying Being to them ,, but if he 
« goes to defiroy that Being, they are acquitted when 
« they defend themſelves. But what is this to his Ma- 
xim? Is the Foundation of their Relation to their Pa- 
rent taken away? Is their Re/atzon to him now deſtroy'd? 
Are they no more his Children? And after this Defence 
L by the way, muſt not be a Defence contrary to 
Lato] are they for ever abſolv d from any farther Duty 
to ſuch Parent? This is what one would have thought 
he was going to determine, by laying down ſuch a 
Maxim. But nothing like this has he exemplified be- 
ween Children and their Parents. And indeed 
ow is it poſſible that he ſhould ? For tho' the Rela- 
tion of Children to a Parent ariſes out of his having 
been once the inſtrumental Cauſe of their Production; 
yet this Foundation can never be taken away ſo long as 
the Children live: For let the Parent be never ſo cruel 
and barbarous in his Atlempis to take away their Life, 
yet ſtill the Foundation remains untaken away, becauſe, 
it cannot upon the Account of his Cruelty, be truly 
ſaid, that he zever was the Cauſe of bringing them 
into the World; *ris certainly true that be was, and 
therefore they are as certainly his Children ſtill; and 
conſequently the Foundation not being actually taken 
away, the Relation muſt ſtill remain good and firm. 
But farther, the Foundation of the Duty of Children 


to their Parents, lies in this, that Parents are always 
A | * 


* 


vi The PREFACE. 


4, pg OY 


from the Beginning, the Childrens natural Superiore , 
That God by the Laws of natural and revealed Religi- 
on, does always bind Children to their filial Duty, and 
all Nations, both civil and barbarous, have Laws and 
Cuſtoms that oblige them to it; and [ will agree with 
him, if his Maxim can oy be apply'd here, that 
when all theſe Foundations ſhall be utterly remoy'd, 
then «/! the Obligations ot Children to their Parents, 
will conſequently be deſtroy'd: When it ſhall be true, 
that Parents are not always from the Beginning, the 
natural Superiors of their Children, when it ſhall be 
certain, that God does require no Duty from Children 
to their Parents; then, and not till then, can the Ob/;- 
gation be deſtroy d; becauſe then, and not till then, will, 
or can, the Foundation of the Obligation be taken away. 
But this will never come to pals, as long as there ſhall 


be Parents and Children in the World; and therefore, it 


will never come to paſs, that Children can be acquit- 


ted from that Duty which they owe to their Parents. 


I might here reflect on thoſe Aſſertions in Pag. 10, 171. 
where we are told, That ©© The Rights of our Princes 
c ariſe ont of our Legiſlature, and that the Law cre- 
« ates the Prerogative, as if the Crown was not al- 
ways poſſeſs'd of ſome Prerogatives, for which it was 
never bebolden to any human Law whatſoever. 

But this, and many other Paſſages in almoſt every 
Page of the firſt Sermon, which deſerve to be reflected 
on, I leave to Perſons of more time and Leiſure; they 
being things foreign to my main Deſign, which *ris 
now high time for me to proſecute. 

N. B. I had Thoughts of add ing many things more 
concerning Ab ſolut ion, Conſeſſion, and Penance in this 
Second Edition, than were in the Firſt; bur other im · 
portant Buſineſs hinder'd my finiſhing them time 
enough to be publiſh'd herewith z and therefore I re- 
ſerve them to be publiſh d by themſelves when I have 
more Lei ſure, and thereby 1 {hall better pleaſe thoſe 


tho have the Firſt Edition. 
Me 5 Sacerdotai 


Sacerdotal Powers :. 
O R, THE 
Neceſſity of Conress10N, Ge. 
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Remarks on our Author's View of what he 


calls our Holy Religion. 


N the ſecond Sermon on the 7th of Novem- 
ber, p. 20, Cc. our Author gives us a ſhort 
View of what he calls Our Holy Religion, 
in Oppoſition to the Corruptions of Popery. 
And it is very obſervable, that in all that View, he 
does not once ſhew us the Divine Right of Biſhops, 
and their Independency on the See of Rome, in oppo- 
fition to the Pope's pretended Supremacy over all 
Bifhops : This is one Part (and a very neceſfary one 
too) of our moſt Holy Religion, and very Deſtructive 
of Popery, and yet he leaves it out of his Plan of our 
Religion: Whether he omits it, becauſe it is directly 
oppoſite to the Pretences and Uſurpations of the ſe- 
veral Teachers among our Sectaries, I ſhall not de- 
termine; but this I am ſure of, that if he had in- 
ſerted ir, his Short View would have been more pro- 
per for his Lp to be calld the Author of it. 
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F. II. The next Obſervation I ſhall make on his Shore 
View; is, that he repreſents it as a part of our Re- 
ligion, that we © Reject all the Contrivances of Par- 
« dons. Now, what he means by © 2/! the Contri- 
« oances of Pardons” every body is not agreed; ſome 
will have it to fignify, only a// the Popiſh Cortupti- 
ons of that Power, which Chriſt gave to the Spiri- 
tual Governors of his Church, to Pardon and Abſolve 
Penitent Sinners and certainly, if he means only the 
Popiſh Corruptions of the Power to Pardon; then, to 
be ſure we do rejed them. But others will have it, 

that our Author's Words ſhould have been definite 
and particular, ſo as to have diſtinguiſh'd the Cor- 
ruptions, from the Authority and Power of Pardoning 
and Abſolving; that ſo we might have diſcover d, 
whether he rejected the Corruptions only, and retain d 
and aſſerted the Power of Pardoning Penitents, or no; 
this they ſay he has not done; and therefore tis 
v . whether he does not eſteem all Sacerdotal 
ardons to be but a Contrivance of Popery, and give 
them the Name of Contrivances, and for that Reaſon, 
becauſe they are Popiſh Contrivances, ſay that we reject 
them? But let the Deſign of this Expreſſion be what 
it will, to ſay that we reje& all Contrivances of 
Pardons, without making any Diſtinction, or Ex- 
ception whatſoever, is without Excuſe; for, Did not 
Chriſt give to his Apoſtles and their Succeſſors the 
Power of Pardoning, when he ſaid to them, Whoſe- 
ſoever Sins ye remit, they are remitted? And is not 
this One Contrivance of Pardon, viz. Our Lord's 
own Contrivance £ Has not the Church in all Ages 
carried on this Contrivance, by conſtantly Exerciſing 
this Power? And is it not matter of Fat, that our 
Church, whoſe Religion this Writer would ſeem to 
give us a View of, does continue to ſupport and up- 
Fold this Contrivance of Pardons £ When his L— 
was Ordain'd and receiv'd into the Order of Pricfl 
bood, did not the Biſhop who Ordain'd him (as our 
N - i ce 
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Office of ordering Prieſts directs) convey to him this 
Power, when he authoritatively rold him, Whoſe Sins 
thou doſt forgive, they are forgiver-? And does not 
his L p now he is aB — p, do the ſame to all 
Prieſts whom he Ordains? And thereby propagate 
and hand down to Poſterity this Contrivance of Par- 
dons ? Nay further, to ſhew that all this is not bare 
Form and Ceremony, is it not notorious (and who 
büt the wiltully Blind can be ignorant of it!) That 
this Contrivance of Pardoning Sinners is actually put 
in Execution by the Prieſts of our Church? 1. In 
the Abſolution that immediately- follows the daily 
Confeſſion of Sins in our Morning and Evening Ser- 
vice. 2dly, In the Abſolution that immediately fol- 
lows the Confeſſion in the Communion Service; and; 
3dly. And very expreſly and particularly, with abun- 
dance of Authority, in the Viſitation of the Sick, in 
theſe very Words; 

Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who hath left Power to 

* bis Church to Abſolve 27! Sinners who truly 
* Repent and Believe in hin, of bis great Mer- 
« cy forgive thee thine Offences : And By his 
„ Autho:ity committed to me, 1 ABSOLVE 
« thee from ALL THY SINS, in the Name of 
© the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 

„ As. - 

Is nor all this true? And is it not carrying on our 
Lord's Bleſſed Contrivance of Pardons? How then can 
our Author tell the World that we reject all Contri- 
vances of Pardons ; And aſſert this in the Name of a 
B----p of our Church ? 


$. III. But to proceed In p. 21. it is faid 
very truly, that © We give our Aſſent to Divine 
* Truths, becauſe we are convinced that they came 
* from God. But then he adds, © without receiving 
** any. thing implicitly becauſe 2 Pzieſt, tells us of 
* 4 Tradition for it.“ Here it may be queſtion'd, 
2 Whe- 
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whether our Prieſt-Haters, eſpecially ſome of the 
Ignorant ſort, will not paſs over the Word [Implicitly ] 
and roundly affirm from hence, that the Trad:tions of 
the Pr:eſts are of no value, and that their Teſtimony 
concerning Divine Truths, is utterly uſeleſs to the 
Chriſtian Church ? We have People among us who 
deſpiſe all Eccleſiaſtical Tradition, becauſe they reck- 
on it Popery; And tho? our Author has no Deſign to 
Encourage them in this Error, yer till they are very 
apt to catch at every thing, that a Man of any Repu- 
tation ſays againſt Tradition, tho' guarded with the 
reateſt Care and Circumſpection.— And therefore, 
muſt pur ſuch in mind, that it is the Priefts 1ra- 
dition which hands down to us inviolably, the Canon 
of Holy Scripture. That it is upon the Prieſt s Teſti- 
mony, that we are convinc'd, that the Sacred Books 
were written by thoſe very Authors whoſe Names 
they bear. That PRIEST are the only ſufficient, 
and credible Witnefles of this Tradition, becauſe the 
Books were Originally commitred to, and have ever 
ſince been, in their peculiar Cuſtody, and therefore 
we muſt have ſome Faith in their Conveyance of this 
Tradition to us; and without this Faith, we can ne- 
ver attain to a right Belief of what is the Canon, and 
who were the Authors of the Holy Scriptures ; and 
conſequently, not to a Rational Aſſent, to all the Di- 
vine Truths contain'ꝰd in thoſe Sacred Writings. Nay, 
farther, thoſe who are not <kill'd in the Original 
Languages 'of thoſe Divine Writings, and how great 
is their Number! muſt be beholden to the Prieſts; 
nay, they muſt, as we ſay, pin their Faith upon 
Prieſts Sleeves, before they can ſo much as have any 
notice of, much more aſſent to the Sacred Truths 
coutain'd in them; for 'tis from the PRIES IS that 
we have our Tranſlations of thoſe Sacred Repoſito- 
Ties of Divine Truth; and what is yet more, even the 
right Senſe and true Meaning of the Controverted 
Texts of the Holy Scripture, is only to be 3 
2 Y 
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by the Prieſts Tradition of what was always receiv'd 
by them, for the True and Genuine Interpretation of WK 
thoſe Diſputed Texts. For Example, *Tis by their Y 
Tradition that we are determin'd, that all thoſe Texts 4 
which are Controverted between us and the Antipœdo- | 
Baptiſts, do authorize and require Infant Bapriſm ; f 
that thoſe Texts which are Diſpured between us and 
all Sectaries concerning Church Government, do una- 19 
voidably eſtabliſh the Divine Right of Epiſcopacy ; + 
and laſtly, to name no more, 'tis by this Tradition of + 
the Priefts, that we are brought to receive the firſt 
Day of the Week inſtead of the ſeventh, for our Chri- 
ſtian Sabbath Theſe are Divine Truths which we he 
receive, becauſe the Prieſts tell us, (and we cannot 1 
juſtly deny it) that they have Traditions for them; 494 
and 1 Challenge any one, to ſhew us a better and ſafer 1 

Rule fer our Conviction, in things of ſo neceſſary, and 
Now (without this Rule) of ſo Diſputable a Nature. 
Daily Experience teaches us, that it we would not be 
wholly Sceptical in Religious Matters; it we would 
not ſet up for Deſpiſers and Scorners of all xeveald 
Religion, we muſt firſt or laſt receive many things he- 


cauſe the Prieſts tell us of Traditions for 2 


6 IV. Next, in the ſame Page, we are told thus; 
e repent of our Sins by confeſfing them to God, by 
„ mourning for them, and forſaking them. But do 
* not think that God has commanded us to tell 
* them to a Pꝛieſt, to /ubmit to his Arbitrary Pe— 
* nance, and to rely on a haſiy Abſolution. 

Here we ſee it is repreſented as a part of our Religi- 
on, not to confeſs our Sins to a Prieſt ; and certain y, 
if we may rejed all Contrivances of Pardons (as we 
have been told we do) there's no need for ſuch a Con- 
feſhon: And then Penance for Sin enjoyn'd by a 

Prieſt, whether Arbitrary or not, will be utterly unrea- 
ſonable to be ſubmitted to; for, where there is ng 
Power to Abſolve, there _ be no Duty or Obligati- 

3 on 
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on to Confeſs, and conſequently no Authority to im- 
poſe Penance, and therefore no Duty to ſubmit to it 
when impos?d. The Enemies of the Chriſtian Prieſt- 
hood will gladly hear, that God has not commanded us 
to tell our Sins 10 a Prieſt, grant em but this, and they 
will draw the Inference, That Pr:efts have no Power 
10 Abſotve Sinners; and conſequently that their Abſo- 
lution, whether Hay or more Deliberate, is not to be 
rely'd on. If this be receiv'd as true, then it may be 
ask d, whether many Ignorant, tho well meaning Peo- 
ple, will not pronounce all Prieſtly Alſolut ion, all Con- 
Feſſion of Sins to a Prieſt, and all Submiſſion to Eccle- 
fiaſtical Penance for the Mortification of Sin, to be but 
meer Impoſitions and Inventions of corrupt Popery, and 
nothing elſe bur Prieſtcraft and Spiritual Tyranny ? We 
find by woful Experience, that Men are too much ad- 
dicted to interpret every thing to the abatement of the 
Power and Authority of the Chriſtian Prieſthood, and 
to the Baniſhment of all Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline out 
of the World. The Diſeaſe is now become Epidemi- 
cal and Infectious, eſpecially among us of the Laity ; 
And therefore I think it highly neceſſary that ſome Re- 
medy ſhould be apply'd, and in order thereto ſhall en- 
deavour to prove, ce 

Firſt, That the Great Author of our moſt Holy Re- 
ligion, Chriſt Feſus, has given the Power of Pardoning 
and Abſolving Sinners,. to the Biſhops and Prieſts of 
his Church, to the End, of the World. | 

Secondly, That his giving this Power to the Prieſts, 
Jays an Obligation upon Men under ſeveral Circum- 
ſtances, to tell or confeſs their Sins to them, that they 
may receive the Benefit of their ſpecial and particular 

Abſolution. And, ; 
IT Thirdly, That Men are bound to ſubmit to their 
Lawful and Prudent Injunctions, which they ſhall lay 
on them by way of Penance, for the Mortification of 


their Sins. 
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-CHAP. II. 


Of Sacerdotal Abſolution. 


6. I. A ND Firſt, That Chriſt has given this Par- 
doning and Abſolving Power to the Biſhops 
and Prieſts of his Church, is abundantly evident, I/. 
From his Promiſe to his Apoſtles before his Crucifixi- 15 
on, hat ſoeuer ye ſball Looſe on Earth ſhall be 1 
*& Looſed in Heaven, St. Mat. xviii. 18. And, 2dly. 1 
From his actually conferring this Power on them after i 
his Reſurrection, when he Appear'd to them, and firſt 4; 
made them His own fep:elentatives, ſaying, As. 
my Father hath ſent me, even lo ſend J Nou, St. $29 
John xx. 21. When he had hereby authoriſed them to 
ſend others veſted with their Apoſtolic Authority, as 
his Father had ſent him to confer his Apoſtolic Autho- 
rity upon them, Then He Breathed on them, and 
« ſaith unto them, Receide ye the Holy Ghoſt; Whoſe- 
4 fever Sins Pe Aemit, they are Kemitted nt 
* them, and whoſeſoever Sins ye Retain, they are Re- 
« tained, ver. 22, 23. In theſe Words tis plain, that 
the Authority of Remitting Sins which Chriſt gave his 
Apoſtles, is more than meerly Declarative, V boſe. 
ſoever Sine Ye emit: | Thig is the Apoſtle's 47 of 
Forgiving by Vertue of Chriſt's Authority, whoſe De- 
legates they are. And this A of theirs is EHectual, 
and really conveys the Pardon pronounc'd, and inſures 
to the Penitent the preſent Certainty thereof, as much 
as if Chriſt himſelf had pronounc'd it; for our Lord 
fays poſitively Thep are Hemitted, they are Par- 
dor'd and done away. And the ſame he ſays concern- 
ing the Apoſtle's Power, to retain Sins, that when 
they do retain them, They are Retain'd, they actually 
remain bound upon the — Sinner. Theſ are 
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Judicial Acts which have a conſtant and never-failin 
Energy upon their proper Subject, and do really effet 
what they expreſs ; and this Efficacy is = * as the 
Divine Veracity, becauſe Chriſt, who is God, is the 
iver of this Authority, he concurs with bis Proxy's due 
xecution of it; and expreſsly aſſerts the immediate 
and preſent Effect there 5 They are Remitted , They 
ard Rated. F 1 5 

This Power and Authority, Greater than that of the 
Angelick Spirits, the Sovereign King and Supreme 
Head of his Church, gave expreſsly to his Apoſtles, 
bis Vicegerents; and to the end that this unſpeakably 
great Authority might not terminate and expire with 
their Perſons, you ſee that He ſent them even as his 
Father ſent him: For, as his Father had ſent him with 
ſufficient Power to confer His Authority on others, 
EVEN SO our Lord ſent HIS Apoſtles with ſufficient 
Power to confer their Authority on others; otherwiſe 
he did not ſend them even as his Father Sent him 
But they had the Authority of Remitring and Retaining 
Sins; therefore they were ſent with ſufficient Power 
to confer on others their Authority of Remitting and 
Retaining Sins: Nay, So Extenſive and Unbounded is 
the Duration of this Authority to forgive Sins, that it 
muſt continue in the Prieſthood zo the end of the World; 
we have our Great God and Sayiour's own Word for it; 
for he poſitively promis'd Theſe his Apoſtles, | thus 
authorized] Lo, I am with Nou away, evenunto the 
end of the Wozld, St. X27. xxviii. 20— 1. e. lam 
with you, mp Apoſtles, whom I have veſted with 
a Power of Forgiving Sins, and of ſending others ve- 
ſted by you with the ſame Power; I ſay I am with you 
as long as you ſhall Live, and then ſucceſſively fo with 
all other /uch Apoſt/es, and others whom you and they 
{hall ſend with this Power of Abſolving, and I will con- 
cur with you and them in the Execution of this and all 
other . 11 "I have given you, 
(which is the only way of my being with you as Apo- 
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Ales) alway, even unto the End of the World: For, if 
this Power of Forgiving Sins, which was one Part of 
the Ordinary Power of the Apoſtles, were not to be 
continued throughout all Ages in their Succeſſors, and 
thoſe whom they ſhould veſt with this Authority, 
then it would follow, that the omg Apoſtolic 


Power muſt ceaſe before the End of the World ; and 
conſequently , that Chriſt would not be true to his 
Promiſe of continuing to be with His Apoſtles to the 
End of the World : For tis impoſſible to have Apoſtles 
without Apoſtolic Powers; and therefore, if the 
Apoſtolic Power and Authority mult ceaſe, Apoſtleg 
_ themſelves muſt ceale alſo, and then Chriſt is not 
with his Apoſtles always, even to the End of the 
World, tho? he gave his ſacred Word for it, that he 
would be always with them. This is ſuch a b/a/phemous 
Affront upon our Saviour's Faithfulnefs, and ſuch a 
Contradiction to his infallible Promiſe, that it ought to 
be abhorr?d and deteſted by all Men. And therefore, 
as long as the World ſhall laſt, Chriſt will be preſent 
with Apoſtles; as long as he is preſent with Apoſtles, 
there mult be Ordinary Apoſtolic Powers, and as lon 
as there ſhall be ordinary Apoſtolic Powers, there — 
be the Power of Remitting and Retaining Mens Sins, 
which is one of thoſe Ordinary Powers : That is, this 
Power muſt, be in the Apoſtles, and their Succeſſors 
the Biſhops, and ſuch as are, and ſhall be Ordaind 
by them for this purpoſe, to the End of the World; 
i. e. the Prieſts of the Chriſtian Church, have a Pow- 
er of pardoning and abſolving Sinners in Chriſt's ſtead 
to the End of World, © © e | 


& II. 0bj. 1. The avow'd Enemies of this Great Pre- 
rogative of the Chriſtian Prieſthood, will doubtleſs 
Object, That the Authority of pardoning and abſol- 
ving Sinners, given by Chriſt to his Apoſtles, was an 
extraordinary Gift for the Exigencies of the infant 
State of the Church, as the Power of working Mira- 
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cles was; that it was no ordinary Part of the Apoſto- 
lick Power, any more than that of working Miracles, 
and that conſequently, tho 'tis true, That the Apoſtles 
and their Succeſſors, do convey to others the ordinary 
Powers Apoſtolical, yet 'tis as true, that they do not 
convey thro? all Ages, the extraordinary Powers Apo- 
ſtolical, becauſe we ſee they have not convey d the 
Power of working Miracles, which is ceas'd ; and 
therefore they cannot convey to others the Power of 
abſolving Sinners, becauſe this Power was alſo an ex- 
traordinary Apoſtolic Power. | 
Anſ. To which I anſwer: Not to enumerate the 
particular extraordinary. Powers wherewith the firſt 
Apoſtles were endow'd by the plentiful Effuſion of the 
Holy Ghoſt. — This 1s certain, that thoſe Powers 
which Chriſt gave the Apoſtles before his Aſcenſion, 
and which would be always neceſſary to be exercis'd 
For the Supply of the continual Ordinary Spiritual Exi- 
gencies and Neceſſities of the Church, during its Mili- 
rant State; I ſay, tis certain, that thoſe Powers are the 
Ordinary Apoſtolic Powers, which were to be convey d 
by the Apoltles and their Succeſſors the Biſhops, whol- 
ly and entirely; i. e. all of them to the Biſhops; and 
partially i. e. ſome of them to other inferior Officers, 
as Prieſts and Deacons, for the continual Supply of 
thoſe ordinary ſpiritual Wants of the Church, to the 
end of the World.---Now, that the Power of Remitting 
Sins, is one of thoſe ordinary Apoſtolic Powers, is 
plain; becauſe, the Members of the Church in all 
Ages, ſtand as much in need of this Remiſſion of Sins 
as ever they did, even in the Days of the Apoſtles them- 
ſelves; for there is no Reaſon can be given for the 
Neceſſity of ſuch a Remiſſion in the firſt planting of 
the Church, which will not equally hold good for the 
Neceſſity of the like Remiſſion in all the After-Ages 
of the Church: During our Warfare with the inviſible 
Powers of Darkneſs, there will be Sinners in the Church; 
and as long as there ſhall be Sinners, there will be a _ 
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ceſſity for the Reſtoration of Penitents by Prieſtly Abſo- 
lution, if ever there was any hey at all for ſuch a 


Reſtoration of them; and we ſee that Chriſt himſelfonce 
thought there was ſuch a Neceſſity, by his giving ſuch 
a Power to his Apoſtles. If it be ſaid, that God has 
promis'd Pardon to the Penitent, and therefore they 
may reft aſſured that God will pardon them without 
the Prieſt's Abſolution. The Anſwer is, That his Pro- 
miſe was as ſure in the Apoſtles Days, as tis now; and 

et our Lord would notwithſtanding veſt them with 
his Power of Abſolution; and Men were bound, in 
many Caſes, to ſue to them for itz otherwiſe our Lord 
would not have given them ſach Power. This Obje- 
Aion was as ſtrong againſt the Primitive Chriſtians 
applying to the Prieſts for Pardon, and againſt the 
Prieſts remitting their Sins then, as it is now: But the 
Truth is, it was not in thoſe Days a juſt Objection at 
all, as is evident by our Lord's granting ſuch Power to 
Men; and therefore tis no jun Objection now, ſince 
Mens Neceſſities are ſtill the ſame. God may doubt- 
leſs pardon ſuch Penitents as cannot obtain, and yet do 
not zeglef? or contemn the Prieſtly Abſolution; But 
then it ought to be remember'd, that he has never 
granted any Pardon, but by the Interceſſion of. the 
great Mediator Chriſt Jeſus; that under the Patriar- 
chal and Moſazc Diſpenſations, his Pardons were con- 
veyꝛd by the inſtituted Means of Prieſts and Sacrifices, 
and Burnt-Offerings, made by them, as Repreſentatives 
of that great Mediator. And that under the Chri- 
ſtian Diſpenſation, rhe ſame Mediator has appointed 
his own Repreſentatives, to convey in his ſtead, God's 
Pardon to Penitents; and therefore the Deſpiſers of 
this Power have no Claim to his Promiſe, "5M they 
cannot fairly be calPd true Penitents, who deſpiſe and 
reject any one Inſtitution of God. And that this of the 
Prieſtly Abſolution is ſuch an Inſtitute as is binding and 
obliging in all Ages, is plain trom what has been ſaid 
above; viz. That twas an ordinary Part of the Apo- 
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ſtolic Power, becauſe equally as neceſſary to be exer- 
cis d now for our ſpiritual Benefit, as it was for theirs 
in the firſt Ages o n And this the Apo- 
ſtles and their Succeſſors, in all Ages and Places, have 
Ill confirm'd to be true, by conſtantly conferring this 
Fil Power on others, and their Execution thereof to this 
£1 Day, without Interruption z and our Church in ſtric 
KY Conformity to them, does both confer and execute 
1 this great Power, as I have before obſery'd. 


S. III. 06;. 2. It is objected by others againſt the 
Power of the Prieſt's Abſolution——That the Apoſtles 
were endow?d with a miraculous Gift of diſcernin 
Spirits, and ſo knew infallibly the Sincerity and Truth 
of Mens Repentance, and therefore had Authority to ab- 
ſolve Penitents from their Sins, which their Succeſſors 
now have not, becauſe they are deſtitute of this miracu» 
lous Power of diſcerning the Thoughts of Mens Hearts. 
Anſw. To which it is anſwer'd, that it cannot be 

prov'd, that the Gift of diſcerning Spirits was given 
to the Apoſtles, mo2e to enable them to abſolve Pe- 
nitents, than to perform any other Parts of their ſacred 
Office, for the benefit of repenting Sinners. But not 
to. enquire here for what Purpoſes this Gift was be- 
ſtow'd on Some, we find, that this miraculous Pow- | 
er, even iy the Apoſtles Days, was not always given | 
to every Miniſter of Chriſt, who yet had ſufficient Þ 
Power and Authority to convey ſuch ſpiritual Benefits 

to Men, as were due to them, onlp upon Condition 

of their Sincere and hearty Repentance. Thus we find 
Philip the Deacon had Authority to baptiſe for the 
Forgiveneſs of Sins, tho he does not appear to have 
been endow d with rhe miraculous Power of diſcerning 
Spirits; at leaſt, tis plain that he was not aſſiſted b 

this Power, when he Bapris'd Simon Magus, Ads viii, 

13. without being Infa!l:bly aſſur d of the Truth of his 
Repentance; for in Fact, he was no true Penitent, but 

2 Cheat and an Impoſtor, as his after Hiſtory _ 
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This Baptiſm would have been effectual for the For- 
giveneſs of his Sins, and his ſpiritual Sanctification, if 
he had been truly Penitent, tho Philip did not In- 
fallibly know that he was ſo. This want of Diſcer- 
ning did not deſtroy Philip's Authority ro convey, For- 
iveneſs of Sins by Baptiſm, twas the Baptiſed's 
fault, if he by his Infincerity and Hypocriſy, miſs d 
of thoſe great Benefits. So the Prieſts of the Church 
of Corinth, were deſtitute of this miraculous Power, 
when they admitted to the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper, ſuch unworthy Communicants, as were not 
true Penitents, for they eat and drank Damnation to 
themſelves, not diſcerning the Lord's Body, 1 Cor. xi. 
29, 30. But ſtill their Authority to adminiſter that 
Sacrament, was efteCtual to the worthy Communicants; 
and when Men received no Benefit by it, *twas owing 
only to cheir own Sins, and not to any want of the 
Commiſhond Adminiſtrators Authority. 

In both theſe Caſes Repentance is neceſſary ; and Re- 
miſſion of Sins is given in Baptiſm and the Lord's Sup- 
per, only upon that Condition: And tho?-the Miniſter 
hath not an Infa/lible Knowledge, yet he may have a 
Moral! Certainty of the Repentance, and other Spiritu- 
al Qualifications of thoſe Perſons, ro whom he admi- 
niſters thoſe two Sacraments; provided he, and they, 
are ſo juſt as to do thoſe ſeveral Duties which the 
right Adminiſtration and Reception of thoſe Sacraments 
neceſſarily call for; and therefore his Authority given 
him to adminiſter them, remains good and valid. 

Thus we ſee, that this Objection is of no force againſt 
Sacerdotal Remiſhon of Sins, by means of the two Sa- 
craments and it is of as little Conſequence againſt 
the Prieft's Authority to Pronounce, and thereby to 
convey to ſincere Penitents the Ab/olution and Remiſſion 
of their Sins. For even the Great Apoſtle of the Gen- 
tiles, St. Paul himſelf, does not appear to have exer- 
cis?d this Authority, as endow?d with the miraculous 
Gift of diſcerning Spirits; no, we rather find him ab- 


ſolving 
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ſolving the Penitent Cxrinthian, without this Infallible 
Knowledge of his Repenta =__—* Moral Signs and 
Tokens thereof, given him by Letters or Meſſages from 
the Church of Corinth; and upon Confidence of the 
Integrity and Honeſty of the Relaters of it: For being 
at Philippi, a City of Macedonia, he heard a common 
Report, that the Chriſtians of Corinth were guilty of the 
Sin of Fornication, 1 Cor. v. 1. and particularly, that 
one of them inceſtuouſly took his Father's Wife 
upon which he wrote to them, and commanded them 
to Excommunicate this inceſtuous Perſon, Ver. 3, 4, 5, 
and 13. which they accordingly did. In his ſecond 
Epiſtle, he tells them the Reaſon of his writing and 
commanding them ſo to cenſure that notorious Sinner, 
That he © might know the Proof of them, whether 
« they were obedient in all things, 2 Cor. ii. 9.”. He 
did not by virtue of the miraculous Gift of diſcerning 
Spirits, know their Obedience at that Diſtance ; he 
wanted a Proof thereof; which they accordingly gave 
him, by the Infliction of that Puniſhment on the Offen- 
der, which he had commanded ; and which Titus up- 
on his Return from Corinth, acquainted St. Paul with, 
as is plain from 2 Cor. vii. 6, 12, &c.-——The Apoſtle 
being thus inform'd of the Obedience of the Corinthi- 
ans, and alſo of the Sorrow and Repentance of the in- 
ceſtuous Perſon, writes to them to forgive him, 2 Cor. 
11. 6, 7, 8. and to encourage them thereto, pronounces 
his Abſolution himſelf, rho* at that Diſtance from 
them, upon the Credit which he gave to 1749s Re- 
lation of that Affair; for ſays he, To whom ye for- 
« give any thing, I forgive alſo, &c. in the Perſon of 
* Feſus Chriſt, 2 Cor. ii. 10.? or by the Authority 
which I have receiv'd from Jeſus Chriſt. And 


one Reaſon why he would have the inceſtuous Perſon 

abſoly'd, was (as in ver. 7.) © Leſt perhaps /«ch 4 

* one ſhould be ſwallow'd up with overmuch Sorrow ;” 

this putting it upon a | perhaps | does no ways com- 

port with any Infallible Knowledge that the we 907 
- cou 
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could have of the Penitent's Sorrow ; for if he had, 
by a miraculous Gift of diſcerning, known the true 

ature, and certain Effects thereof, he would never 
have uſed ſo daubtſful an Argument, but rather have 
affirm'd poſitively, without any perhaps, that the 
inceſtuous Perſon would certainly be /wallow'd up 
with overmuch Sorrow : And ſince he was not thus po- 
ſitive, it is plain, that he had only a Mora! Aſſurance 
of the Man's Sorrow and Repentance, given him by 


the Report of others, whom he eſteem'd worthy of 


Credit; and therefore the Abſolution he pronounc'd, 
was not founded upon any infallible Knowledge that 
he had of that notorious Sinner's Repentance, com- 


municated to him by virtue of the miraculous Gift of 


diſcerning Spirits. So that, ſince we find one of the 


Apoſtles, abſolving upon moral Evidence and Proofs of 


Repentance, without the Aſſiſtance of this miraculous 
Power, their Succeſſors may do ſo likewiſe; becauſe 
they have no leſs Authority in that reſpect now, than 
they had then : For indeed, as there was in thoſe Days 
no abſolute Neceſſity for ſuch a miraculous Power, al- 
ways to attend the Apoſtles in the Exerciſe of their 
Authority to abſolve Sinners (as is plain from the Ex- 
ample of St. Paul) becauſe their Authority was no Con- 
ſequent of any ſuch miraculous Gifts, but previous to 
them, and Miracles were but Occafional and Tranſient 
Sjgns of their ſtanding Authority, which was to re- 
main good by virtue of Chriſt's Promiſe of Concur- 
rence with it to the End of the World; and conſe- 
_ is valid when not ſo atteſted by miraculous 

ifts, which Chriſt ever promis'd them ſhould cons 
ſtantlp attend their Miniſtrations. So in theſe Days 
there is as little need for ſuch a miraculous Power, al- 
ways to accompany the Apoſtles Succeſſors, to diſcern 
Infallibly, the Truth of Mens Repentance, in order 
ro their Abſolution; becauſe, both in the Apoſtles 
Days, and now, Men were, and are ſtill bound to 
give Evidences of the Sincerity of their Repentance, 


it 
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if they would reap any Benefit from ſacerdotal Mini. 
ſtrations; and the want of ſuch a miraculous Power, 
to diſcern Mens Hearts, could then, and may ſtill, be 
ſupply'd by other Means, viz. By ſtrict Inquifirion 
and Examination into their Lives; and by Tryals, Te- 
ſtimonies, and Evidences of the Sincerity of their 
Repentance; which if Men refuſe to ſubmit to, they 
can have no Right even to the Benefits convey'd by Bap- 
tiſm and the Lord's Supper, which none can 7 4 
bly partake of without ſincere Repentance; and there- 
fore, as the Authority of adminiſtring thoſe two Sacra - 
ments, remains good and valid, without the miraculous 
Gift of diſcerning Spirits; ſo does the Power of abſol - 
ving Penitents from their Sins. And, if after all, 
there ſhould happen to be an Error in giving Abſolu- 
tion to thoſe who are unworthy of it, there's no more 
to be charg'd againſt the Authority of abſolving, than 
there is againſt the Authority of adminiſtring the 
two Sacraments, when given to unworthy Communi- 
cants; the Error is not owing to the In/uficiency of 
the Authority, but either to the Perſonal Neglect, &c. 
of him who miniſters, or elſe to the Hypocriſy and 
Infincerity of the pretended Penitent, or both theſe 
together. So that tho, Clave errante, there is no Ab- 
ſolution; yet when both Prieſt and People do perform 
their Duty, the one by Examining, &c. and the other 
by giving good Teſtimonies of the Sincerity of their 
Repentance, Abſolution muſt be good and valid, and 
can never fail of its bleſs'd Effects, becauſe rhe Autho- 
rity is Chriſt's, and he as much concurs with it, as he 
does with the right and due Adminiſtration of the Ho- 
ly Sacraments, which are alſo Means of conveying to 
us the Remi/hon of our Sins, upon Condition of true 
and unteign'd Repentance. 


I have been thus long in anſwering this Objection, 
becauſe I know it has been too much inſiſted on by 


{ome, who ought rather to have defended the Autho- 
„ rity 
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rity of Sacerdotal Abſolution, than to have laid ſuch a 
Stumbling Block as this is, in the way of ignorant and 
beedleſs People, who are carry d away with the ſeem- 
ing vp of it, and the Greatneſs of the Repu- 
tation of thoſe who have eſpous d it But I ſpare 


their Names, and proceed. 


= — — — 


C HAP. III. 
Of Confeſſion of Sins to 4 Prieſt. 


& 1. Gecondly, I am to prove, That Chriſt's giving 
this abſolving Power to his Prieſts, lays an 
Obligation upon Men, under ſeveral Circumſtances, to 
confeſs, or tell their Sins to them, that they may re- 
E the Benefit of their ſpecial and particular Ablo- 
tion. 

That this their Abſolution is a vaſt and unſpeakable 
Benefit to the Souls of Men, cannot be doubted by any 
one that has Faith in our Saviour's Promiſe, for he has 
given us his infallible word for it, That Who/eſoever 
Sins they remit, they are remitted unto them, St. ohn 
xxi. 23. Heaven and Earth _— atoay; but his 
Words ſhall not paſs away, St. Mark xiii. 31. And 
conſequently this his Promiſe of Forgiveneſs upon 
their Abſolution of the Penitent, hall never fail, And 
indeed, who that has but any right Senſe of the divine 
Goodneſs, can ſuſpect his Performance of what he has 
ſo ſolemnly promis'd, when he alſo reflects on the ſu- 
per-abundant Mercy and Loving-Kindneſs of the Apc- 
file and great High-Prieft of our Profe ſſion Chriſt Fe- 
ſas, in appointing Men to be his own Repreſentatives, 
to ſupply the want of his perſonal Preſence among us, 
to be the Means of conveying to us the ſame ſpiritual 
Benefits, as he himſelf would beſtow on us, if he 
were viſibly here among us? 

| | | C Now 
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Now, it is highly unreaſonable to think, that he 
ſhould conſtitute ſuch Vicarious Powers, and give his 
Prieſts ſuch a mighty Authority to att with Men in his 
ſtead, and at the ſame time require from us no Reve- 
rence, no Reſpect, no Duty, nor Obedience to be paid 
to himſelt by our due Application to his Delegated Au- 
thority ;' — tis impoſſible to be true, that Chriſt 
gave His Priefts Authority to forgtve 8ins for No Pur- 
poſe, No Benefit at all; this is to detract from his 
infinite Wiſdom, by charging him with giving an Au- 
thority not to be exercis'd, and conſequently not to be 
ſubmitted to, nor to have any Duty paid unto it, which 
is a Contradiction; fince where- ever there is Authori- 
ty, there muſt be a correſpondent Duty owing to it; 
becauſe where there is no Duty due, there can be no 
Authority; for Authority and Duty, are ſo inſepara- 
bly connected, that one cannot poſſibly ſubſiſt without 
the other. And therefore, ſince he has eſtabliſh'd 
this Abſolving Power and Authority, we muſt believe 
that he expects the Execution of it, and a fuitable Du- 
ty to be paid unto it; and if fo, then it muſt follow, 
thir tis the Duty of Men under various Circumſtan- 
ces, to apply themſelves to the Prieſts for the Benefit 
of their Abſolution, and conſequenrly to confels their 
Sins to them for the obtaining of it; otherwiſe, the 
Prieſt on the one hand, can never abſolve particular 
Perſons from their Sins, . becauſe he knows not eirher 
wllat he is to abſolve them from, or whether they are 
capable of God's Pardon : and on the other hand, Men 
cannot rationally beg the Sacerdotal Abſolution, nor 
receive any Comfort from it, by reaſon of the Prieſt's 
Ignorance of their Spiritual Condition, and his conſe- 
quent Inability to give them any hopes of the good 
Effects of his Abſolution and ſo at this rate, 
our Saviour's Deſign, in giving his Miniſters this ab- 
ſolving Power, muſt be utterly fruſtrated and made 
void, by Mens not confeſſing their Sins to them; but 
our Lord gave this Power that it might be put in Exe- 
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cution 97 proper Occaſions; and conſequently re- 


en upon ſuch Occaſions, to ſeek for the Bene- 


uires 

t of it by a fincere Repentance, and Confeſſion of their 
Sins to his prieſts. But that this may more evidently 
appear, I ſhall give ſome Inſtances, wherein the Exer- 
oe of this Power is, (beſides the Benefit of Abſoluti- 
on) ſo extraordinarily advantageous to ſome ſort of 
Perſons in particular, that it highly contributes to the 
undeceiving, of their Souls, in reſcuing them from the 
Power of ich dangerous Sins, as without this excel- 
lent. Help might have plung d them into everlaſting 
Miſery: And conſequently it muſt be che Duty of 
ſuch Pcrfors at leaſt, to apply themſelves to ſome 
Diſcreet and Learned Prieft, for the Benefit of Abſolu- 
tion, by a fincere and hearty Confeſſion of their Sins to 
him. And, | 


F. II. Erſt, Adue Exerciſe of this Abſolving Pow- 


er, has a natural Tendency, and & a moſt prevalent 


Means, to preſerve and reſcue from Black Deſpair, ' 
and the Dread ful Conſequences thereof, Thoſe-poor 
Dejefted and Diſconſolate Wretches, who fancy that 
they haye ſin d themſelves beyond the Power of God's 
Mercy, or at leaſt, . that he will nor accept them to 
Grace and Pardon. This miſerable Condition of ſuch 
ſort of Men, is often an Efte& of their Ignorance of 
the true Nature of their own Sins, and of God's readi- 
nels to pardon ſuch Sinners as they are; and hence they 
are . diſcourag'd from the Proſecurion of their Duty, 
and at laſt neglect even all the means of Salvation. But 
out of this ſad and deplorable Condition, they may be 
deliver d, by ſuing for the Sacerdotal Abſolution ; 
Becauſe the Prieſt by a due and juſt Examination of 
their State, can diſcover ſuch Signs and Tokens of the 
Truth- of rheir Repentance ( even better than they 
themſelves can do) as to encourage them to truſt in 
Gods pardoning Mercy; to arm themſelves with a 
Divine Faith in his Goodneſs towards them in parti- 
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cular; to lay aſide their Fears, and Deſpondencies; 
and to 2 with Chriſtian Courage and Reſolution, 
in the diſcharge of their ſeveral Duriesz and all this 
they will be the more effectually perſwaded to, when 
they find by Experience, that God's own Ambaſſadon 
| Repreſenttrve, after a fair Trial of their Spiritual 
State, is 10 well ſatisfied therewith, as in God's ſtead, 
and in his Name, to pronounce their Abſolution : — 
For, from hence they are convinc'd, that God's Mini- 
Mer (who has no other Intereſt in View than the Salva- 
tion of their Souls) eſteems them to be ſuch Penitents 
as he himſelf has promis'd to accept, becauſe, if he 
had any Reaſon to think to the contray, he would ne- 
ver have preſum'd to pronounce their Pardon. This 
ives them right Notions of themſelves, and of God's 
hreats and Promiſes; ſo as to enable them ro confide 
in his tender Mercies; and henceforward, to run with 
Cheerfulneſs the way of God's Commandments. But 
how all this ſhould be efeZed, without the Confeſſion 
of their Sins to the Prieſt, is inconceivable ; Iince with- 
out his Knowledge of their Sins, and of what they 
have done, or reſolve to do by way of amendment, he 
can have no Notion of the Truth of their Repentance ; 
nor conſequently give them any encouraging Hopes of 
God's Mercy; and then to be ſure he can never ſafely 
venture to abſolve them from their Sins. Bur it is cer- 
tainly their Duty to get rid of their Diſtruſt of God's 
Goodneſs, and to poſſeſs themſelves of ſuch Notions 
of his Mercy, and their own Capacity to receive it, as 
may free them from the ſad and deplorable State of 
Deſpairing Sinners; and therefore tis their Duty to 
proſecute all ſuch Means as are contributary thereto, 
among which, this of Confeſſing their Sins to a Wiſe 
and Diſcreet Prieſt, for the obtaining of his Abſoluti- 
on, is the moſt effectual and prevalent, under their fad 
and melancholy Circumſtance. And for this Reaſon, 
our Church in her firſt Exhortation before the Commu- 
nion, adviſes, (and ſuch advices from Superiours, are 


juſtly 
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Ju ſtly interpreted for Commands) in theſe Woids, 

Let him come to ſome Diſcreet and Learned Mini- 
& ſter of God's Word, and open his Grief, i. e. declare 
to that Miniſter his Sins, which are. the very Eſſence 
of his Grief, ſo far as to fling him almoſt into Deſpair, 
by diſquieting his Wounded Conſcience ; let him then 
open this his whole Grief ; © That by the Miniſtry of 
* God's Word, be may receive the Benefit of Abſo⸗ 
e Tution, tage ber with Ghoſtly Counſel and Advice, to 
« the quieting of bis Conſcience, and avoiding of all 
«* Scruple and B And in one of her Ru- 
bricks in the Office for the Viſitation of the Sick, ſhe 
commands the Prieff to move the fick Perſon, © 0 
“ make a ſpecial Confeſſion of his Sins, if be feel his 
& Conſcience troubled with any weighty Matter; and 


that after ſuch Confeflion, © The Prieft ſhall Abſolve 


« him, if be humbly and beartily deſire it. 


6. III. Secondly, A due Exerciſe of the Prieſt's Power 
to abſolve and retain Sins, is a moſt powerful Antidote 
againſt Preſumption, and an effectual means to reſcue 
and preſerve Men, from the Damning Sin of truſting 
falſly in God's Mercy, while they live in wilful unre- 
pented Wickedneſſes. | 

"Tis a fad and melancholy Truth, that abundance of 
Men are ſo conceited of their own Righteouſneſs, be- 
cauſe they do ſome things that have an appearance of 
Goodneſs, and it may be are really beneficial to other 
Perſons ; that notwithſtanding their living in the moſt 


deſtructive Sins, they lay claim to Eternal Salvation, 


and never doubt the Happineſs of their future State, 
but ſay to themſelves, Peace, Peace, when there is no 
Peace; and fo at laſt incur the danger of Periſhing for 
ever in this fatal Deluſion. And the Cauſe of ſuch 
their miſerable Condition, may Jultly be ſaid to ariſe 
from hence, that they are deſtitute of True and Faith- 
ful Monitors, and are never rebuked for their particu- 
lar Sins ; But when Men have a true Senſe of the Sa- 

e cerdotal 
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cerdotal Power of Abſolution, and apply thetnſelves 
diligently to receive the Benefit thereof, then the Cauſe 
of their Deluſion is preſently remov'd, betauſe the 
Prieft by his ſtrift Enquiry, into their Qualifications for 
Patdon, puts them in mind of ſach things as they ne- 

et thought of before; and by the ExaCtnefs of his Ex- 
amination, their Sins which they formerly diſregarded, 
are now brought to their Remembrance, and they ac- 
Foster and bewail their Gullt. Thus their falſe 
-onfidences in their own partial Righteouſneſs, which 
they were ſo full of before, are now remov'd, and they 
no longer preſume on God's Mercy, while they live in 
the Commiſhon of wilful Sin. 
But this is the bleſs'd Effect of their ſuing to the 
Prieſt for the Benefit of his Abſolution: And when 
they do ſeek for it, it will be unavoidably neceſſaty for 
them to confeſs their Sins to him, becauſe without 
their Confeſſion, he can never determine whether they 
are qualify d or no, for ſo great a Comfort; he can 
never diſcover to them the falſe Ground of their un- 
warrantable Truſt in God's Mercy, nor teach them 
wherein they have been particularly guilry of that 
dreadful Sin, and fo eannot reſcue them from the dan- 
gerous Conſequences that muſt neceſſarily follow their 
Commiſſion of it, without a fincere and hearty Re: 
Pentance. 1 e e ©, 
It is not enough to , that all this may be done 
by a due Attention to the preaching of God's Word,. 
for how many Thouſands are there, who are ſo very 
Ignorant, that they can hardly apply any thing that is 
{aid to em in Sermons, to their own particular Cir- 
cumſtances? And for thoſe that have more Know- 
ledge, and can make due Applications of what they 
hear, how often may they attend Sermons, and yet 
never hear their particular Sins, and the Guilt of them 
pies © home upon their own Conlſciences ? And in- 


, how is it poſſible for Preachers to reach every 


indiyidual Man's Sins, and all the gs" of 
ata them, 
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them; only in publick Sermons > Doubtleſs God gave 
them the Power of Abſolving, that they might have 
4 nearer” acceſs to Men's Conſciences, than they can 
have in publick; that they might more effectually 
be enabled to fave Men from their more cloſe and 
fecret Sins, by a more intimate and particular Cogni- 
zante of them, and a more immediate and diſtin& 
Inſtruction relating to them, than can poſſibly be 
given in General Diſcourſes before a whole Congre- i 

tion: And therefore our Church, in,one of [ 
her Rubricks, in rhe Office for the Vifitation of the q 1 
Sick, requires that the Prieft © Sha Eramine, whe- 
* ther the ſick Perſon repent him truly of his Sins, 14 
Sarely this Examination does not conſiſt in a bare | 
asking him whether he does truly Repent; the Deſign 
of the Church can never be anſwer'd by putting ſuch N 
4 ſingle, and general Queſtion to the Sinner, who no il 
doubt will reply in as general Terms, that he does 
truly repent. ——— Can it be juſt to call this an Ex- 
eminition of his Repentance ? And is it reaſonable to 
believe, that the Prieſt can, upon any good Founda- 
tion, treat every ſuch Reſpondent, as a true Penitent? 
When Experience daily demonſtrates, that many ſuch 
Ignorant Wretches will tell you, that they Repent of 
all their Sins, tho at the fame time, they know o- 
thing of ſome particular grievous Sins which they 
have been guilty of, and conſequently cannot be faid - 
to Repent of them: For the Truth of this I appeal 
to thoſe Reverend and truly charitable Prieſts, who 
have in good earneſt examin*d the Repentance of ſome 
poor Creatures upon a Sick-bed, and have been oblig'd 
with great Pains and Induſtry to fearch the Conſcien- 
ces, and to inform the Judgments of ſuch Perſons, 
before they could make them ſenſible of their Sins, 
and of that true Repentance which God requires for 
them. — Our Church then deſigns by this Rubrick, 
That the Prieſt ſhall not ſatisfy himſelt, by barely 
asking the ſick Perſon in general Terms, whether he 
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Truly repents him of his Sins; but that he ſhould 
Examine, i. e. ſearch and try his Repentance, that he 
may preſerve him from that eternal Miſery which 
is due to the Impenitent : And this can never be done 
to any purpoſe, without making the Sinner ſenfible of 
his Offences, by putting ſuch Queſtions to him as 
may oblige him in Anſwer, to acknowledge his par- 
ticular Sins, that the Prieſt may have ſome competent 
Knowledge of the Truth of his Repentance, and con- 
Tequently communicate to him ſuch Spiritual Bleſ- 
ſlings, as God has authoriz d him to adminiſter to 
True Penitents, among which, that of Sacerdatal Ab- 
ſolution is doubtleſs one of the greateſt, fince God 
himſelf has promis'd to confirm it, to all thoſe who 
truly repent them of their Sins. 


& IV. Thirdly, Another great Benefit which Men 
receive from a due Exerciſe of the Prieſt's Power to 
Abſolve and Retain Sins, is, that Notorious Sinners 
who have been Excommunicated from all the Spiritual 
Privileges of Chriſt's Church, are hereby reſtor d to 
all thoſe Bleſſed Advantages, by being receiv'd again 
into the Number of the Faithful. Some Men may 
make as light as they pleaſe of the Power of Excom- 
munication; but others who have a right Senſe of 
Things, do know, that when *tis juſtly Executed, 
tis the moſt dreadful Puniſhment that can poſſibly 
be inflicted on thoſe Souls who are not finally con- 
fiend to Eternal Torments; tis in our Saviour's Lan- 

age, the putting of a Man into the State and Con- 
dition of a Heathen and a Publican, and thereby 
making his Company to be as much deteſted and 
ayoided by Chriſtians, as the Converſation of Heathens 
and Publicans was by the ancient Jews ; tis the Retain- 
Ing and Binding of his Sins upon him: And in 
St. Paul's Dialect, *tis the Cutting him off, i. e. from 

he Church, which is the Family and Houſhold of 
God, ang the delivering him over unto Satan, nk 
| a Conie- 
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conſequently to the Power of the reſt of the Apoſtate 
Angels. This Authority of Binding and Retaining 
Men's Sins, was given to the Apoſtles and their Suc- 
ceſſors, and ſuch as they ſhould veſt with it, by Chriſt 
himſelf, for ſays he, Whartſoever ye ſhall bind on 
Earth, ſhall be bound in Heaven; and whoſeſoever 
Sins ye retain, they are retained. Which is not 
only a Grant of Authority, but alſo a Promiſe of 
Ratifying and Confirming in Heaven, whatſoever 
ſhould be juſtly Executed on Earth by Virtue thereof; 
which makes the Caſe of juſtly Excommunicated Per- 
ſons, to be ſo miſerable, that God himſelf, Binds 
their Sins on them, (when the Prieſt retains them) 
and will by no means Abſolve them, without their 
Repentance and due 1 to obtain the Sacer- 
dotal Remiffion : For, hnce God's own Repreſentative 
has juſtly Bound their Sins upon them, the Divine 
Veracity has engag'd that they ſhall be Bound alſo 
in Heaven; and therefore, God himſelf will not alter 
the Sentence, ſo long as the Delinquents lie juſtly un- 
der it: And they are juſtly liable to this Condem- 
nation, till they Repent, and ſue for the Prieſtly Ab- 
ſolution; becauſe, without Repentance, there is no 
Pardon for Sin, and while they obſtinately refuſe to 
ſue for the Prieſt's Remiſhon, their Sins are till re- 
tain'd, becauſe not Abſolv'd by the Prieſt; and conſe- 
quently God, who concurs with the juſt Sentence of 
his Priefts, does continue to Retain their Sins. 

Hence we ſee, how neceſlary tis for ſuch notorious 
Sinners to ſue for the Sacerdotal Abſolution, that they 
may be loos d from thoſe Sins for which they were 
Excommunicated, and ſo receiv'd again into the Com- 
munion of the Church, and conſequently into God's 
Grace and Favour. But this they cannot obtain, with- 
out ſo confeſſing their Guilt, as that the Prieſt may 
be ſenfible of their Repentance; and he can never have 
any Notion of their Repentance, if they do not make 
| known to him their acknowledgment of their a 
| 3 
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expreſs their Repentance by Con- 
mullet, a 009" Conſequently 
they muſt in that Confeſſion, acknowledge to him 
the Sin or Sins of which they confeſs themſelves 
Guilty; —— and therefore tis the Duty of ſuch 
Exeommunicated Perſons, to confeſs thoſe\ Sins to 
the Prieſt for which they were caſt out of the Church, 
that they may, by Virtue. of His Abſolution, be loos d 
from them, and received again into her Fellowſhip 
and Communion. '* USTDOSRY e 20 Eire 7 


F. V. In the Mofert Difpenfation, the power of de- 
terrmining the Legal Clennrefy or Uncleanneſs of Per- 
fons and Things, was committed by God himſelf. to 
the Prieſts, to — gure that more Spiritual Authori- 
ty, which he afterxwards gave to all Chriſtian Prieſts 
to Abfblve and retain Sins: Thus was the Jewiſh 
Prieſts Office to Examine the ſuſpected Leprous Per- 
fon, and as he found his Plague, to pronounce him 
either Clean, or Unclean, Levit. xiii, 14. But the 
ſuppoſed Leper was to be brought to the Prieft, and 
to ſubmit to the ſtrictneſs of his Search, and Scrutiny 
into the Nature of his Scab: Even ſo, *ris the peculiar 
Office of the Chrilfian Prieſt, to Examine the Spiri- 
tual Leper, in order to the pronouneing of him Spi- 
titually Clean, or Unclean; 2. c. in order to the ab- 
folving of him from bis Spiritual Leproſy, his Sins, 
or elſe to retain them, till he has given ſufficient 
Proofs of his Repentance. This neceſſarily infers, 
that the Sinner muſt fubmit to the Prieſt's Examina- 
tion of his Conſcience; and confequently, that he 
muſt confeſs the State and Condition thereof to the 
Prieſt, in order to his Parification. 10 t 
Ihe firſt Converts to Chriſtianity, were fo ſenſible of 
this Duty, that ris recorded of them in the ſacred Ora- 
cles, that Many who believed, came and confeſſed and 
che tocd their Deeds, Acts xix. 18. And Sappbira, 
we Wife of Ani, pertifting in her Hypocriſy, and not 
a * acknow- 
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acknowledging her Sin to St. Perer, when he chatg d 
her fay in 2 Tell me whether ye fold the Land for fo 
«much, AQSy. 8. was puniſh'd with an immediate 
miraculous Death, as well for not confeſſing her and 


her Hnsband's Sin, as for the Sin ir ſelf; the Puniſh- 
ment of which ſhe might have eſcap'd, if ſhe had but 
repented and confeſs d her Sin to St. Peter when he 
requir'd her. F 


6. VI. Fourrbly, The laſt Circumſtance I ſhall men- 
tion, whetein Men ought to confels their Sins to a 
Prieſt, is that of Sickneſs; And for this, the Holy 
Ghoft, in the General Epiſtle of St. Jamet, cap. v. 14, 
15, 16. commands us thus; Is any Sick among you £ 
« Let him call for the Elders of the Church, and let 
& them pray over bim, anointing him with Oil in the 
% Name 1 the Lord: And the Prayer of Faith ſhall 
* ſave the Sick, and the Lord ſhall raiſe him up; and 
« if be have committed Sins, they ſhall be forgive 


& him Confeſs your Faults one to another, and 
e pray one for another, that ye may be healed: the ef- 


* fedtual fervent Prayer of a righteous Man availeth 
* nuch. And then in the 17th Verſe he gives 
an Inſtance of the Efficacy of Elias the Prophets Prayer. 
What I ſhall fay as to this Command of the Holy 
Ghoſt, will, I doubt not, be call'd Popery, as man; 
of the Eſſentials of Chriſtianity are call'd by the Li- 
bertines and Latitudinarians of our Age, which has a 
mighty Effect upon ſome. ignorant People, who do 
not ſee into the bottom of thoſe Revilers Deſigns,---- 
But let them fay what they will, this Paſſage of the 
Holy Scriptures requires ſome Now Neglected and De- 
ſpis'd Duties, which the primitive Chriftians, long 
before Chriſtianity was corrupted by the Innovations 
of Popery, thought themſelves oblig'd in Conſcience 
to perform; among which, this of Confeſſion of Sins 
to a Prieſt was one; and the UnQion of the Sick with 
Oil, was another; the Benefit of which Anointing, 


with 
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with reſpect to the ſpiritual Deſign thereof, is certain- 
ly as neceſſary to us now, as it was to thoſe in the 
pureſt Ages of Chriſtianity ; and ſo our firſt Refor- 
mers thought, who retain'd this Apoſtolic Rire and 
Ceremony in our Engh/h Liturgy, in the Reign of King 
Edward the VIth. But that the Reader may ſee, that 
this Paſſage of St. James requires the ſick Perlon to 
confeſs his Sins to the Prieſt, let him conſult the lear- 
ned Dr. Hammond's Paraphraſe and Annotations upon 
the Place, and he will find, that the Sick muſt fend 
for the Biſhop, or whoſoever is by, or under him 
ordaind, for ſuch Offices as the ine of ſpi · 
ritual Directions and Counſel to enable the Sick to 
diſcern his own Guilts, ---- that if upon Examination 
he be found to have committed any waſting Sin, or 
Sins, tis uſeful that the fick Perſon firſt fit himſelf for, 
and then receive Abſolution from the Biſhop, or other 
Miniſter ordain'd by him, which is the Senſe of the 
latter Part of the fifteenth Verſe ; © If be have com- 
« mitted Sins, they ſhall be forgiven him; or, as the 
« Original has it, © Abſolution or Remiſſon ſhall be 
given him. And then tis added in our Engliſh, 
ver. 16. Confeſs your Faults one to another : But the 
King's Greek Manuſcript connects theſe to the fore- 
going Words, and ſays, Confeſs therefoze Pe Sins 
one to another; i. e. ſor that Reaſon, that Abſolution 
and Remiſſion may be given you who are fick, Confe/s 
your Sins one to another. The only thing to be que- 
ſtion d here, is, whether Confeſſing one to another, 
fignifies Confeſſing to the Perſon who viſits the Sick; 
or whether it means, only acknowledging to our Neigh- 
bours our Faults committed againſt them. Now, 
tho? 1 will not deny, but that theſe words may be ta- 
ken in this latter Senſe, becauſe the Acknowledgment 
of Wrongs done to our Neighbours, and asking their 
Pardon, and making them Reſtirution, if we are able, 
is "Sn neceſſary Qualification for that Abſoluti- 
on which the Sick is to receive from the Elder or Bi- 
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ſhop, e. Yet, that this is not the Only, nor indeed 
x 


the Primary ot chief Deſign of the words I muſt aſſert, 1 
from their immediate Connection to the preceding 
words, which require the Prieſtly Abſolution; and this Fill 
Duty of Confeſfing one to another, being added with a BY 
Therefore, ſhews the Reaſon why the Sick muſt con- 

feſs, viz. That he may obtain the Abſolution of his 
Spiritual Viſitor before ſpoken of; and then to 
whom the Confeſſion muſt be made, for this Abſolu- 
tion, is plain by this, One to another; One is the ſick 
Perſon who is to confeſs, Another is the Miniſter of 
Chriſt, who is to receive the Confeſſion : For, this 1 
Miniſter is call'd to the Sick for his ſpiritual Benefit; 14 
this Miniſter is the only Perſon which the Text ſuppo- 
ſes to be preſent at the Examination of the fick Man's 
Conſcience; For indeed, it cannot be proper that any 1 
other ſhould” then be preſent at fo weighty an Enquiry il 
and Scrutiny , this Miniſter is the only Another Perſon wy 
then prodent, that has Power from Chriſt to Forgive 
or Abſolve Penitents; and therefore the word Another i | 
muſt be referr'd to the ſpiritual Elder before ſpoken 53 
of in rhe Text; and conſequently by Confe/ffing one to 14 
Another, in this Place, muſt mean the Sick to the 4 | 
Piieſt: This is confirm'd by the following Context, 1 
And Pray One for Another, that ye may Je bealed.” 

Which {till has a Reference to the fick Perſon and the 


; Elder, and ſignifies, that the Minifter muſt pray for the 
f Sick, that he may be Healed; for, as ant 


| ncourage- 
ment to this Duty of the Miniſter, and to ſtrengthen 


both his and the fick Man's Faith, the Holy Ghoſt 
adds © The effectual fervent Prayer of a righteous 
* Man, availeth much; i. e. the Prayer of ſuch a Man 
of God, as the Elder before ſpoken of, availeth much; 
——in Witneſs whereof, he, in the next words, gives 
us an Inſtance of the Efficacy of the Prayers of Eliar, 
the Authorized Prophet aud Man of God, who was a 
righteous Man; and thereby explains what is meant 
by the righteous Man before mentioned, vis. A Holy 


Au- 
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Authoriz d Miniſter, a Man of God, ſuch as the Ele 
der or Biſhop, Oc. who is call d to pray for the ſick 
Perſon, Thus every Part of this Text of St. James, 
has a neceſſary Reference to the Elder and the Sick, 
who calls for him; and therefore, when ?tis ſaid, Con- 
Feſs your Faults one to another, 'tis meant, that the 
Sick ſhould confeſs to the Prieſt, except the Oppoſers 
will have the Prieſt to make his Confeſhon to the Sick 
for there are no other Perſons mention'd to confeſs, and 
to be confeſsd to. St. Peter in his firſt Epiſtle cap. v. 
5. commands us thus. fl of you be ſubject one to 
* another; the Context determines the Meaning of 
this © One to another, by the Perſons there ſpoken of; 
for in the firſt part of the Verſe, the Apoſtle ſay 
% Te Tounger, ſubmit your ſelves unto the Elder; an 
then immediately adds, Tea, all of you be ſubjeft one 
* to another; that is, all of you Tounger before- 
« namd, be ſubjelt to your Elders above-mentioned , 
or all of yau be ſubjec One (that is the Younger) to 
Another, that is, the Elder. So when 'tis ſaid, Con- 
« feſs thereſore_your Sins one to another, the Context 
muſt determine who muſt confeſs, and who muſt be 
confeſsd to, by the Perſons therein mention'd, and 

they are no. other than the Sick and the Elder, and 
therefore the Sick. muſt confeſs his Faults, and this 

Confeſſion muſt be made to the Elder, i. e. the Biſh 
or Prieſt ; or, Confeſs your Fau/ts One, i. e. the Sick, 
to Another ; 7. e. the ſpiritual Elder. Upon the 
Whole, when St. James commands us to confeſs one 
to another, he means no other, than that we muſt 
confeſs to another who has Power and Authority to re- 
ceive our Confeſſion, and that is the Prieſt, who has 
the Power of Abſolution; juſt as St. Peter's Com- 
mand, that we mult 47 be ſubjed one to another, means 
that we muſt pay SubjeCtion to rhoſe to whom tis 

due, 1. e. our Superiours. | 

But to conclude this Head; tho” it ſhould (contra- 
ry to all Reaſon) be allow'd, that the Letter 11 this 
« | om- 
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Command © confeſs your Faults one to another, related 
only to that Contefhon which ſhould; be made to our 
Neighbour, of the Wrongs we have done him; yet 
ſtill it will follow. by parity of 1 that Confeſſi- 
on ought to be made to God's Miniſter; - For, if I 
muſt in ſome Caſes, confeſs to wy Neighbour, the 

Wrongs I have done him, it muſt be upon this Fohn. 
dation, that tis in his Power to wap me thoſe 
Wrongs upon ſome Conditions, and in ſome Degree 
or other; elſe what need of confeffing to him, and 
why ſhould God enjoin us this Duty; Our Saviour 
requires us, that if our Brother treſpaſs againſt ut, and 
repent, we ſhould forgive him, St. Luke xvii. 3. This 
ſhews, that the Wronged have Power to forgive; and 
this Power of Forgiving, is the Motive and Foundati- 


on upon which the Treſpaſſer repents and confeſſes 


his Faults to him. From hence ariſes this Maxim, 


That Wrongs committed, muſt in ſome Caſes be con- 


feſsd to thoſe who have a Power of Pardoning, and 
Abſolving from the Penalties due to thoſe Wrongs; 
otherwiſe what fignifies their Pardoning Power, if no 
Confeſſion be due to it? And therefore, the Sins we 
have committed againſt God, ought to be confeſs'd 
to his Proxies and Repreſentatiues, whom he hath 
veſted with his own Authority to abſotve us from all 
our Sins, and in his ſtead to inſure and ſeal our Par- 
dons, upon due Evidence of our Repentance. | 
But not to be any farther prolix upon this Subject, 
proceed to prove, 18 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 
Of PENANCE. 


6 I, 1 That Sinners are bound to ſubmit 
| to all the prudent and lawful Injunctions 
which the Church, i. e. the ſpiritual Governors there- 
of, ſhall lay on them by way of Penance, for the Mor- 
tification of their Sins. | | 
This will neceſſarily follow from that Power and 
Authority, which Biſhops and Prieſts have to Abſol ve 
and Retain Sins; for Abſolution cannot be given but 
upon proper Evidences of Repentance z and when 
thoſe 77 are not only wanting, but the contra · 
Affections to ſome grievous Sins diſcover themſelves, 
en tis time to interpoſe the ſpiritual Authority of 
Retaining thoſe Sins, till the Sinner gives ſufficient 
Teſtimony of his penitential Abhorrence and Deteſta- 
tion of them; the way to oblige him to this, when all 
other gentler means fail, is by Excommunication and 
delivering him unto Satan; the Effect of which is, 
iſt. © The depriving the Offender of thoſe daily Means 
« which are in Chriſtianity afforded, and ordinarily 
uſed to ejeft Satan and the Power of bis Kingdom 
out of the Heart; ſuch are the Prayers of the Church, 
abe publick Uſe of the Word of God, and the Sacra- 
ment of the Lord's Supper. And, 2dly, © In the 
Apoſtles times, there was a ſad Conſequence of this 
Excommunication, viz. Corporal Power and Poſſeſſion, 
and Inflittions of Satan, on thoſe who were deliver d 
up to him, to the Deſtruction of the Elghh, i. e. 10 
the inflifting bodily Diſeaſes on the Sinner, Hammond 
on 1 Cor. v. 5. Thai the Spirit may be ſaved in the 
& Day of the Lord Feſus. This was a dreadful Pu- 
niſhmenr, and the moſt ſevere Penance that could be 
inflicted z and that the Apoſfles, and other ſpiritual 
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Governours of the Church, had Power to lay it on 
Sinners, to put them to a Neceſſity of Reforming their 
Lives, is abundantly evident from 1 Cor. v. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5. 
Verſes. And tho? this corporal Iofliction of Diſeaſes 
and Torments is not no the viſible Effect of Excom- 
munication, yet {till the ſpiritual Effect of being de- 
Driv?d of the means of Salvation, by being cur off 
rom any Participation in the Prayers of the Church, 
in the publick uſe of God's word, and in the Recepti- 
on of the bleſſed Sacrament, remains as firm as in the 
Apoſtles Days; and expoſes the Sinner to the ſpiritu- 
al, and therefore more dangerous Aſſaults of the in- 
vilible Powers of Darkneſs, than the Infliction of thoſe 
bodily Torments and Diſeaſes were; for hereby he is 
deptiv'd of all Communion with God, and conſequent- 
ly of all that ſpiritual Armour and Defence, whereby 
the Members of the Church are enabled to quench 
all the fiery Darts of the Devil: The Power of iufli- 
Qing this heavy Penance, is ſtill in the ſpiritual 
Gvernours 6f the Church; Becauſe the Church is 
the ſpiritual Kingdom of Chriſt, and the Gover- 
nours thereof are his Vicegerents, as having their 
Commiſſion convey'd to them, only from him their 
ſpiritual Sovereign, without the Interpoſition of any 
Cola worldly Powers whatſoever ; and therefore they 
muſt have ſufficient ſpititual Authority for the Govern- 
ment of this ſpiritual Kingdom, otherwiſe, their be- 
ing made his Repreſentatives, in being ſent by him, 
even as he was ſent by his Father, and having the 
Stewardſhip of his word and Sacraments committed 
to them, would be to no purpoſe at all; and fo all 
Men in the Church would be levell'd to an Equality, 
and conſequently every the moſt profligate Sinner have 
an equal Right to all the external Privileges that be- 
long to the obedient Members of this ſpicitual Socie- 
ty; and in conſequence of this, all the divine Myſte- 
ties of our moſt holy Religion, muſt be proſtituted 


and expos'd, to the vile Profanations of the moſt im- 
D pudent 
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Foes and moſt incorrigible Sinners, without any 
demedy for ſuck Garing, ſuch monſtrous Wickedneſs. 
But this is ſo egregiouſly oppoſite to all the Deſigns 
of Chriſtianity, that, only to mention it, is ſufficient 
to ſhew, not only the Impiety, but alſo the very Incon- 
ſiſtency and Contradiction thereof; and therefore the 
Spiritual Vicegerents of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, muſt have 
ſufficient Power and Authority to rule and govern his 
Church, and conſequently to inflict the Penance of 
Excommunication on notorious Offenders, for their 
Reformarion, and for a Terror to all others ; without 
which, the Ends of Spiritual Government can never 
be obtain'd, nor the Power of binding and looſing, 
of abſolving and retaining Sins, wherewith our Lord 


has veſted the Governours of his Church, be of any 
Uſe or Benefit whatſbever. 


S. II. Seeing then, that the Spiritual Governours of 
the Church have Power and Authority to inflict this 
utmoſt and ſevereſt Penance for the Mortification of 
Sin, it muſt needs be, that they have Authority to 
enjoin all ſuch lower degrees of Penance as have a 
tendency to the mortification of Sin; and which 
when ſubmitted to, are declarative of the ſincerity of 
the Sinner's Repentance, and of no Worldly Benefit 
or Advantage to the Impoſer of them : Becauſe (here 
being no room for ſuſpicion of ſecular Intereſt in our 
ſpiritual Governours impoſing ſuch Penances) their 
1 for that which is moſt, includes Authority 
for what is leſs; their Power to enjoin the greateſt, 
includes and neceſſarily contains their Authority to re- 
quire a leſs Penance, when it is ſubſervient to the Ends 
of ſpiritual Government, the Reſtoration of loſt and 
undone Sinners. 

For this Reaſon, our Lord requires, in the Caſe of 
a Brother's Treſpaſſing againſt us, that when we can- 
not reclaim him, by making him give us reaſonable Sa- 
tisfaction, we mult / it to the Church, i. e. the go- 
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verning Part of it; and that © if he neglect to hear 
« the Church, he ſhould be to ur as an Heathen Man, 
and a Publican ; that is, he ſhould be excluded our 
Communion, and abandon'd our Society and Conver- 
ſation, St. Mar. xviii. 17. Wherein 'tis evident, that 
Chriſt requires the offending Brother's Sabmi ſſion to the 
Award and Deterthination of the Governours of the 
Church; and this Award can be nothing leſs than a 
Penance ro the Offender, be it either to acknowledge 
his Fault, or to make any Reſtitution to his wronged 
Brother; — and upon his neglecting to ſubmit to 
this Penance, our Lord requires to ſer a Mark of Infa- 
my on him; and promiſes in the next words, hat- 
«* ſoever (upon ſuch Accounts as theſe) ye, | rhe Go» 
« vernours of the Church | Hal Bind on Earth, ſhall 
* be Bound in Heaven, Verſe 18.7. e. Whomſoe- 
ver (thus neglecting your Determinations) you ſhall 
ce caſt out of the Church on Earth, ſhall, without Re- 
«© pentance, and Submiſhon to your Cenſures, and 
om Reformation upon them, and fincere Defire to re- 
« concile and approve themſelves ro you, be by Me, 
* excluded from Heaven: - Theſe Cenſures of 
yours inflicted by this Commiſſion from me, ſhall 
ws be back'd by Me; (Hammond on the Place). And 
further, that this Authority of impoſing wholſome 
Penance upon Sinners, might not be precarious and 
uncertain, as to the Perſons who ſhould exerciſe it, 
and the Extent of their Power, our Saviour tells his 
Apoſtles, © When the Son of Man ſhall fit in the 
* Throne of his Glory, ye alſo ſhall ſit upon twelve 


 & Thrones, judging the twelve Tribes of Iſrael, 


St. Mat. xix. 28. Thereby making them and their 
Succeſſors the Biſhops, his ſpiritual Viceroys, enthro- 
ning them in their ikbojal Chairs, which rhe Scri- 
pture here, and the primitive Chriſtians in conformity 
thereto, call Thrones, and giving them Power and 
Authority to be the ſupreme ſpiritual Rulers and Judges 
over his whole ſpititual rem, the Church Mili- 

| 92 tant 
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tant repreſented here by the twelve Tribes of I/rael, 
and therefore to judge and cenſure Sinners, and in pro- 
portion to their Crimes, to enjoin them greater or leſ- 
ſer Penances, proper for the effecting of their Refor- 
mation and Amendment. I ſay, our Lord here, gives 
the ſpiritual Princes and Judges of his Church, Pow- 
er to inflict greater and leſſer Penances in proportion 
to Mens Sins; for this Reaſon, Becauſe, otherwiſe, 
(ſince they have Authority to impoſe rhe greateſt 
Penance) they would have it in their Power either to 
puniſh all Sins of what Degree ſoever, but with one 
only, and that the ſevereſt Penance, which is abſurd; 
or elſe not at all to puniſh any other than the moſt 
notorious and flagitious Wickedneſſes, and 10 all other 
Sins to go and remain uncenſur'd and unreform'd , 
which is equally ridiculous, as being utterly contrary 
to all the Ends and !efigns of any ſupreme Power of 
Judicature whatſoever. 


& III. There is then Authority in the Biſhops of the 
Church, to appoint greater and leſſer Penances in pro- 
portion to Mens Sins; and conſequently there mult be 
the like, tho' not equal Power in the Prieſts, who re- 
ceive it from, and exerciſe it in Subordination to their 
Biſhops : Bur whar theſe Penances are, and when 
they ſhall be preſcrib'd, is left to the Wiſdom and Pru- 
dence of our ſpiritual Governours, always provided, 
that they be ſuch Orly as are ſuitable to the Ends of 
ſpiritual Government, which was inſtituted purely to 
reconcile rebellious Sinners to their oftended God, and 
to keep them in due Subjection and Obedience to his 
divine Will and Pleaſure, that they may obtain eter- 
nal Lite. | 

I ſhall not go about to prove, That the Penances 
of abſtaining tor ſome time from the Sacrament of 
the Lord's Supper; of Faſting and Watching; of Ab- 
ſtinence and Sz1t-denial; of retraining the Company c. 
our beloved Companions, and the. forſaking of our 


profitable Employmems, when they are the Cauſe of 
| | our 
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our Sins; of Reſtitution and Satisfaction to our Neigh- 
bouts for Wrongs done them; of extraordinary Alms 
to the poor and indigent, when we know not to whom 
to make Reſtitution ; of publick Acknowledging and 
Revocation of our Wickedneſſes, and the like; I ſay, 
I ſhall not go about to prove, that theſe Penances are 
directly inſtrumental to the Ends of ſpiritual Govern- 
ment, they have been always thought ſo, and enjoin'd 
and practis'd as ſuch, by the belt of Men in all Ages: 
And therefore there's no Reaſon to queſtion, that the 
Governours of the Church have Power and Authority 
to enjoin them, fince ſome of em are Duties, whe- 
ther they require them or no; and others of them are 
proper Deleteteries and Remedies for Sin, and 
fignificant Evidences and Signs and Tokens of Re- 
pentance. 


6. IV: Hence our Church, in the Preface to her Of- 


fice for Aſhwedneſday, calld the Commrnation, tells us 
that, © In the primitive Church there was a godly Diſ- 
« cipline , that at the beginning of Lent, ſuch Perſons 
« ax ſtood convitted of notorious Sin, were put to open 
% Penance, and puniſh d in this World, that their Souls 
« might be Fe in the Day of the Lord; and that 
« others admoniſhed by their Example, might be the 
« more afraid to offend : And then wiſhes that, © the 
* ſaid Diſcipline may be reſtored again: Which, would 
to God ſhe would not only wiſh, but exert her utmoſt 
Power to reſtore, for the Good and Welfare of Mens 


Souls, which languiſh and periſh, for want of ſuch 


Pl 


{piritual Correctives: Something towards this ſhe 


does enjoin and require of us, in her appointed Days 
of Faſting and Abſtinence, which ſhe commands us to 
obſerve; and in her Requiring every pariſh Prieſt 


to obſerve theſe following Rules with ' reſpe&t to 
wicked Perfons, who offer to come to rhe Sacrament 
of the Lord's Supper. vis. If any of thoſe be ax 
open and notorious evil Liver, or have done any 
| 9 * Wrong 
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* Wrong to bis Neighbours, by Word or Deed, ſa that 
« the Congregation be thereby offended, the Curate ha- 
* ving Knowledge per x ſhall call him and advertiſe 
him, that in any wiſe be pꝛeſume not to come to the 
Lord's Table, until be hath gpenlpy declar'd him/c!f 
* to have trulyrepented and amended his former naugh- 
* ty Life , that the Congregation may thereby be ſatiſ- 
e fied, which before were offended; and that he hath 
recompent'd the Parties to whom be hath done Wrong, 
** or at leaſt declare himſelf to be in full purpoſe ſo to 
* do as ſoon as he convemently may. 
< The ſame Order ſhall the Curate uſe with thoſe 
« betwixt whom he percerveth Malice and Hatred to 
« reign, Not ſuffering them to be made Partakers of 
* the Lord's Table, until he know them to be reconciled. 
« And if one of the Parties ſo at Variance be content to 
* forgive, from the bottom of his Heart, all that the 
« other hath treſpaſſed againſt him, and to make amends 
« for that be hath offended; and the other Party will 
« not be perſwaded to a godly Unity, but remain flill 
« in his Frowardneſs and Malice; the Miniſter in that 
« Cafe, ought to admit the penitent Perſon to the Holy 
% Communion, and Not him that is Obſtinate. Pro- 
* vided that every Miniſter ſo Repelling any, — 
« ſhall be oblig d to give an Account of the ſame to the 
% Ordinary, . within fourteen Days at the * : And 
« the Ordinary ſhall proceed againſt the offending Per- 
e ſon, according to the Canon. Thus the Prieſts of 
our Church have Authority not only to repel ſome 
notorious Offenders, from the Table of the Lord, but 
alſo to enjoin them the Penance of Openly declaring 
their Repentance; and conſequently of publickly ac- 
knowledging their former Guilt And in her Conſti- 
tutions and Canons Eccleſiaſtical, Canon 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 
6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 59, 72, 73, 75, 76, 79, 93, 94, 
977 108, 109, 110, 114, 121, 126, 127, 128, 129, 131, 
133, 134, 135, 136, 138, 139, 140, 141. She 
threatens Sinners of ſeveral ſorts with Excommunica- 
| 0 tion; 
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tion; that they ſhall not be reſtor'd until they repent, 
and publickly revoke their Wickedneſs; that ſome of 
them ſhall ſuffer Deprivation , and others Suſpen- 
ſion, fc. according to their ſeveral Demerits; all 
which are Penances grievous to Fleſh and Blood, but 


et wholſome and neceſſary for the Refortnation of 

ens Lives, to oblige them to evidence their Repen- 
tance, and make it as conſpicuous as their Sins were 
heinous, and to be a Terror and Dread to all others, 
that they may eſcape the divine Wrath and Vengeance. 


But O Tempora] O Mores ! how fearful is that AC- 


count which ſome muſt give to the All-ſeeing Judge of 
Heaven and Earth, for hindering, and others for ne- 
glecting the Obſervation and due Execution of theſe 
Juſt and wholſome Penances; by reaſon of which Ob- 
ſtruction, and want of ſpiritual Diſcipline, many are 
now ſuffer'd to eat and drink their own Damnation, 
by being admitted (wreaking as they are in their abo- 
minable Sins) to the tremendous Sacrament of the Bo- 
dy and Blood of our crucified Saviour! 


d. V. But ſpiritual Rebellion is now grown Trium- 
phant, and threatens the Deſtruction of Chriſt's ſpi- 
ritual Kingdom, we are now ſo far from being what 
Libertines call Prieſt-Ridden, that we are endeavou- 
ring to ſubject the Prieſt's Anthority to the vile and 
baſe Humour of the Beaſts of the People. We are not 
only diſobedient to the Laws of the Church, and kick 
and ſpurn at her holy Diſcipline; we not only refuſe 
to ſubmir to her Medicinal Correctives and Remedies 
for Sin, but we impudently force her ſacred Fences, 


and compel the Diſpenſers of the divine Myſteries, to 


gu that which is Holy unto the Dogs, and to caſt their 
earls before ſuch Swine as trample them under their 
Feet, and turn again and rend and tear even the Body 
of Chriſt, his holy Spouſe the Church, by their avow?d 


Schiſms and Separations and reſiſting and uſing their 


utmoſt Endeavours to deſtroy and make void, the Au- 
4 thority 
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thority of our Lord confertꝰd by him on his Prieſts and 
Miniſters. | RESIN £78 

But let us not be deceivdd, God is not mock'd; 
He that deſpiſes them, deſpiſes him, and he will cer- 
tainly puniſh all Contemners of his Authority com- 
mitted to them, with a Vengeance anſwerable to thei 
daring Impiety. . For, as Samuel told Saul, who dif. 
obey'd the Divine Command laid on him by the Pro- 
phet of God -—— Rebellion is as the Sin of Witch- 
craft, and Stubbornneſs is as Iniquity and Idolatry, 
I Sam. xv. 23. And therefore St. Jude pronounces 
concerning thoſe who deſpiſe Wominion, © Wo 
* unto them; they have periſh'd in the Gainſay- 
* ing of Corah , —— to them is reſerv'd the Black- 
* neſs of Darkneſs for ever, Ep. of St. Jude, Verſes 
8. II. and 13. | ES | 


& VI. On the other Hand, Obedience 7s better 
than Sacrifice, and to Hearken, than the Fat of Rams, 
1 Sam. xv. 22. And God has given us a very remark- 
able Inſtance of his great Value and Eſteem thereof, 
by cauſing the Obedience of the Houſe of the Recha- 
bites, who abſtain d from drinking Wine, Building, 
or having of Houſes, ſowing Seed; and Planting, or 
having Vineyards, at the Command of their Father 
Fonadab, to be recorded, and ſtand as an everlaſting 
Memorial in 'the Sacred Oracles, for our Example 
and nor only ſo, but he highly Rewards this their 
Self-denial, and Submiſſion to their Father's Will; 
commanding his Prophets to tell the Rechabrres, “ Thi 
* ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, the God of Iſrael, becauſe 
« you have obey*d the Commandment of Jonadab your 
% Father, and kept all his Precepts, and done accord- 
& ing unto all that he hath commanded you; Therefore 
& thus ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, the God of Iſrael, 
& Tonadab, 1he Son of Rechab, ſhall not want a Man 
« to fland before me for ever, Jer. xxxv. 18, 19. 
This necelfaxily implies, that it was their 9 
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obey that Command of their Father, the? it did in- 
trench upon what our Sons of Belial will call their 1 
Liberty and P2operty; for tbey Obey d tbe Com- 
mandment of their Father ; ?cis not ſaid, they com- 10 
ply'd with his Requeſt, no, they were Commanded 4 
this Self denial, and becauſe twas the Command of 11 
their Father, therefore they held «themſelves bound 9 
and oblig d to Obey it; and God himſelf highly ex- 1 
tols and rewards their Obedience. WH 
Since then, ?tis the Duty of Children to ſubmit to 
and obey the Commands of their Natural Parents, 
with relation to things otherwiſe Indifterent, even in 
Caſes, which, it may be, haveno tendency to the Chil- 
drens ſpiritual Advantage, but are enjoyn'd them pro- 
bably for cemporal Ends and Purpotes only, and yet 
oblige them ro ſeveral Acts of Self-denial and Mor- 
tification, as in the Example here before us; Much 
more muſt ir be the Duty of Chriſtians to ſubject 
themſelves to the wiſe and prudent Injunctions of 
their Spiritual Parents, the Stewards of the Myſteries 
of God, who Regenerate them mediately into a State 
of Salvation, by Baptiſm, which is a Benefit infinite- 
Iy beyond what their Natural Birth could intitle them 
to; and who nouriſh their Souls unto Eternal Life, 
by the Miniſtration of the Word, and Sacrament of 
Chriſt's Body and Blood, which infinitely excels any 
the belt ſupport and maintenance adminiſtred to them 
by their Natural Parents as ſuch — and who far- 
ther, have Authority from God himſelf, to abſolve 
them from their Spiritual Lapſes when Repented of, 
and to reſtore them to the Divine Favour, which 
their Natural Parents cannot poſſibly do by Virtue of 
ſuch their 1 Much more, I ſay, muſt it be 
the Duty of Chriſtians to ſubmit to and obey the 
wholſome Commands of theſe Spiritual Fathers and 
Guides of Souls, when they are ſuch as are effectual 
to the mortification of Sin, and have no other aim 
and deſign, than their neceſſary Reformation, and 
33 | eternal 
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eternal Salvation: For, as the excellency of Perſons 
and Things, which have a Relation to what is Super- 
natural and Eternal, exceeds and is ſuperior to, the 
Excellency of ſuch Perſons and Things, as relate to 
what is but Natural and Temporal : So our obligation 


of Obedience and Submiſſion, with reſpect to the for. 


mer, is more Binding than our Duty, which relates to 
the latter : Our Lord himſelf confirms this, by affirm- 
ing concerning ſuch as would follow him; If any 
« man come to me, and hate not his Father and Mo- 
« ther, and Wife and Children, and Brethren and 
« Sifters, yea, and bis own Life alſo, he cannot be my 
« Difciple, St. Luke xiv. 26. i. e. He cannot be my 
Diſciple, it he does not in compariſon of me, hate 
them, or chuſe to leave them for my ſake, when his 
Aﬀection to them, ſtands in competition with his 
Duty to me. 


& VII. To conclude this Head; tho'Arheifts, Derfts, 
and Libertines, and all the ſcandalous Club of rhe 
Sons of Belial, Prieſt-haters, Enthuſiaſts, Schiſmaticks, 
and Herericks, belch out their Poyſonous and Diaboli- 
cal Blaſphemies, and Rave againſt our Lord's Divine 
Inſtitution of the Chriſtian Prieſthood, and the un- 
alienable Rights and Powers thereof, and particularly 
the Church*s Authoriry to Retain Sins, and ordain 
wholſome Remedies and ſuitable Penances for them; 
Theſe are moſt certain Truths, That Fleſh and Blood 
« cannot inberit the Kingdom of God, 1 Cor. xv. 50. 


m— *© That if we libe after the Fleſh, we ſhall die, 


Rom, viii. 13. 7. e. We ſhall die to eternal Happineſs, 
and live in everlaſting 7 11 That we muſt 
therefore Mortifie the Deeds of the Body, Rom. viii. 
13. © and. crucifie our Fleſh, with its Affecliont and 
« Lyufts, Gal. v. 24. That, If our right Eye (i. e. 
any thing as dear to us, as that is) offend ws, (i. e. 
cauſe us ro fin) © we muſt pluck it out and caſt it from 
* 24; and if our right hand offend us, wwe muſt cut it 


* off, 
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ce off; ond caſt it from ut; for it is profitable for au, 
& 1 one N our Mae: ſhould ger. and not that 
& our whole Body ſhould be caft into Hell, St. Matt. 


v. 29, 30. In ſhort, we muſt © Deny our ſetves, and 


« take up our Croſs, to follow Chriſt, S. Matt. xvi. 24. 
And all thoſe who are ignorant, or forgetful of the 
time and manner of performing theſe great and neceſ- 
fary Duties of Mortification and Selt-denial, and, O 
how unſpeakably great is their Number ! are bound 
to attend to, and diligently obſerve and obey, rhe 
rudent InſtruQtions, and ſalutary Injunctions of thoſe 
piritual Guides whom God has ſet over them, © To 
« open their Eyes, and to turn them from Darkneſs 
«ro Light, and from the Power of Satan, unto 
God, that they may receive forgroeneſs of Sins, and 
„% Inheritance among them that are Santtified, &c. 
At xxvi. 18. For which Bleſſed Ends, ſuch Spiri- 
tual Guides have Authority to /hew unto them that 
* they ſhould repent and turn to God, and do Wozks 
% meet for Repentance, Verſe 20. And if Sinners do 
not know, they muſt learn what theſe Works are, 
and ſubmit to the authoriz*d Guides of their Souls, 
when they teach and require them to perform them. 


VIII. For, ſays the Holy Ghoſt, ©* Obey them that 
* have the Rule over you, and ſubmit your ſelves, 
for they watch for your Souls, as they that muſt giue 
* account, that they may do it with Foy, and not with 
* Grief, for that is Unprofitable for you, Heb. xiii. 17. 
This lays an Obligation upon us both to obey, and 
ſubmit to, the Spiritual Governours of the Church; 
Obedience is no more than Doing the Lawtul Things 
they command: But SUBMISSION implies much 
more, for tis an abaſing or bringing down; a hum- 
bling, or putting under; and therefore fignifies that 
we muſt abaſe and bring down our proud falſe Un- 
derſtandings; and make our aſpiring, conceited, and 
but pretended Reaſons, to humble and ſubject them- 

| lelves 
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ſelves to the Authority commanding, and neceſſatily 
preſuppoſes, that the Thing enjoyn d is very likely to 
meet with the oppoſitions of Fleſh and Blood, and all 
thoſe falſe Arguings which Men naturally betake 
"themſelves to, that they may avoid the unpleafing 
Diſcipline which the Governours of the Church have 
Authority to impoſe on them, for the mortificatioh 
of their ſinful Luſts and Paſſions: And the Reaſon 
why we mult thus ſubmir, is, becauſe They watch for 
our Souls, as they that muſt give Account; they have 
the Spiritual Guardianſhip and Overſight of our Souls; 
they are the authoriz'd Inſpectors and Monitors, the 
Guides, and Directors, to whoſe Care and Govern- 
ment God has committed us; and of this their great 
Truſt, they muſt give an Account to him, who ex- 


pes, and will require of them a diligent and faith- 


ful diſcharge of their Duty, and will moſt certainly 
Puniſh all thoſe who hinder or refu e to ſubmit to 
their due Execution thereof, in appointing proper 
Correctives for Sin, and Exemplary Tokens and Signs 
of true Repentance; the want of which being not 
only unprofitable, but alſo very miſchievous and de- 
ſtructive to the Health and ſafety of our Immortal 
Souls, as Experience abundantly demonſtrates from 
the dreadful Deſolation which we ſee Chriſtianity 
now reduc'd to, over the Face of the whole Earth, 
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CHAF...Y. 


Of Unanthoriz'd Lay Baptiſm; that it is 


d. 


Null and Void. 


. Proceed now to what we find aſſerted by our 


Author, in favour of Lay-Baptiſm, Pag. 22, 


23, 24. in theſe Words; There is a Conceit lately 
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ot in among us, that denies all who are not 

aptiz?d among us to be Chriſtians, ſhuts them out 
of Chriſt's Covenant, and thinks them no. better 
than Heathens. A Notion, that tho' it once got 
into ſome Churches, who thought that the Baptiſm 
of Hereticks was of no value, and was to be re- 
peated upon their coming into the Church, yet was 
ſo ſolemnly Condemn'd and Rejetted by all the 
Churches of God, now for above Fourteen hundred 
Years. In Popery the Midwives generally Baprize: 
Yer, tho' this is againſt an expreſs Rule of the 


Apoltles, that a Woman ought not to ſpeak in the 


Church; none of the Reformed ever rhought of 
Re- baptizing the Perſons ſo Baptized ; nor did our 
Church at the Reſtoration ever entertain the leaſt 
motion of this fort: But now this is receiv'd by 
many. The common Topick tor ſupporting 
this wild unheard of Paradox, is, That the Com- 
miſhon to Preach and Baptize, was given to the 
Apoltles, ſo that none bur their Succeſſors can pre- 
tend to it. But has not every Chriltian in Caſes of 
Neceſſity, a Right to Teach and Inſtruct another, 
and to perſwade him to become à Chriſtian? And 
therefore; tho it is a very Juſt part of the Order of 
the Church, that none but Perſons initiated into 
Holy Fuuctions ſhould Baptize and Preach, yet 


Neceſſiy is above all Rules: In ſuch a Caſe, they 


** may 


Ce)? _ 
«© may Baptize as well as Preach. The Faith of the 
* Trinity gives every Man a Right to Baptize; and 
© this has the conſtant Senſe of the Church for 
© above Fourteen hundred Years, which in a Ritual 
« Matter is certainly of great Authority» They 
« reckon'd that Baptiſm is the Gift of Chriſt to his 
c Church, when given in the Name of the Father, 


e Son, and Holy Ghoſt. It is Chriſt's Baptiſm, be 


“ they who give it, Hereticks, or Orthodox, Clergy 


F cor Laity; and in the latter Ages, Men or Women. 


This is not the only ſtep ſome are making towards 
＋ Popery. | 


All this our Author aſſerts in behalf of Lay Baptiſm, 
and I ſhall confider what he affirms in Order as it 


lies. : 

F. II. 1½. He ſays, © There is a Conceit lately got 
e in among us, that denies all who are not _ ized 
% among us, to be Chriſtians, ſhuts them out 7 hriſt's 
* Covenant, and thinks them no better than Heatbens. 
Now, not to Carp too much at what is the Gramati- 
cal Senſe of all who are not Baptiz'd among us, 
which may fignifie all Perſons Unbaptiz d; or all fuch 
as are not Baptiz*d by our own Miniſters : I don't 


men but he defigns thereby, all who are not 


ptiz2d by Miniſters Epiſcopally Ordain'd. But he 
ſhould have ler the World know, that the Conceit 
(as he is pleas d to call ir) is really this, That all who 
are pretendedly Baptiz'd by Lay Perſons, either with- 
out, or in Oppoſition to the Epiſcopal! Authority, are 
not Baptiz'd at all, have receiv'd no Chriſtian Baptiſm, 
and conſequently are not by Virtue of ſuch a No-Bap- 
tiſm, inrolld into the number of ChriſPs Viſible 
Church; are not in any Explicite Covenant with Chriſt, 
any more than Heathens are. This is what has been 
lately aſſerted, and endeavour'd to be prov'd: And 
tis againſt this that our Author ought to have exerted 
his urmoſt ſtrength, if it be a falſe Conceit, In order 
» | ro 


(47) 
to prove which, it is neceſſary for him to demonſtrat 
either, That Perſons are Inroll'd Members of Chri 
without Chriſtian Baptiſm ; or elſe, that Lay Men 
without, or in Oppoſition to, the Biſhop*s Commiſ- 
ſion, have the Power of Baptiſm, and therefore of 
conſtituting Churches. The firſt is contrary to the 
| whole Tenour of the Sacred Oracles; and the latter is 
not only contrary to the very Nature of that Commiſ- 
ſion which Chri gave to Baptize, but Condemn'd in 
the beſt and pureſt Ages of the Church, as is plain 
from St. Ignatius, who liv'd in the Time of the A- 

oſtles, Anno Chriſt: 71. and affirms, That © Ir 16 
* not Lawful without the Biſhop, to Baptize. Epiſt. to 
the Smyrneans, N. 8. That © Without Biſhops, 
« Prieſts and Deacons, there is no Church of the Ele, 
and that © be is without, who does any thing 
« without the Biſhops, and Presbyters, and Deacons. 
Epiſt. to the Tralliant, N. 2.3.7. That, © As many 
« as are of Feſus Chriſt, are alſo with the Biſhop. —— 
-That, © If any one follows him that makes a Schiſm, be 
« ſhall not inherit the Kingdom of God. Epilt. to the 
Philadelphians, N. 3. 

Theſe were the Notions of the Apoſtolic Fathers, 
which are now reviv'd and Defended, and which our 
Author Brands as exceeding the Uncharitableneſs of 
the Papiſts themſelves, © Who thinꝶ their Communion 
* is the One Church, out of which there is no Salvation, 
p. 22. As if to aſſert the Truths taught by the Apo- 
ſtles and their Succeſſors, were worſe than to affirm 
the Novel falſe DoQtrines of the corrupt Church of 
Rome : — As if to ſhew Men the truly Catholic 
and Apoſtolic Church, out of which there is no Re- 
veal'd way of Salvation, and inform them how to be 
incorporated into it by Apoſtolic, 7. e. Epiſcopal 
Baptiſm, which is the Ou Inſttuted Means of en- 
trance thereinto, were more Cruel and Uncharitable, 
than that falſe and uncharitable Notion oi the Papiſts, 
which Damns all who are neceſſitated to ſeparate from 


them 
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them by reaſon of thoſe Sinful Terms of Communiori, 


which are impos'd in that Degenerated Church. 

But this is only giving ill Names to Things, which 
are, notwithſtanding ſuch hard Uſage, as Sacred and 
True now, as ever they were. The Apoſtolic Fathers 
would not part with them, nor abate of their whol- 
ſome Rigour; and ſo neither ſhould we, fince they, 
who were certainly the beſt Judges, held and taught 
them as neceſſary Fundamentals, without which, the 
Being and Unity of the Church could not ſubſiſt. 


And, as for the diſmal Conſequences of Unauthoriz'd 


Lay Baptiſm's being Null, viz. That Perſons fo falſe- 
| Badr d, are not Chriſtians, are ſhut out of Chriſt's 
G and are no better than Heathens. Theſe are 
but accidental, and owing to Men's Sins and Impie- 
ties, affecting only thoſe who are guiltily involv'd in 
them. But as for others, who believe the Articles of 
the Chriſtian Faith, who cannot be accus d of any 
Criminal Neglect, and who are unwillingly, unaf- 
fectedly, and yet invincibly ignorant of the neceſſity 
of, and therefore never receive Epiſcopal, which is 
the only Inſtituted Baptiſm ; tis reaſonable to believe, 
that their Caſe is no worſe than that of the Primitive 
Catechumens, or Candidates tor Baptiſm, who hap- 
pen'd to die before they could be admitted to that Sa- 
crament, and · yet were not reckon'd as ſhut out of 
Chriſt's Covenant, and no better than Heathens ; for 
tho We are bound to every particular Inſtitution of 
God, yet he is not, and therefore can give the inward 
Spiritual Graces where the outward Part of a Sacra- 

ent cannot be obtain*d ; which leaves room enough 
for our charitable Sentiments of the Caſe of many 
Thouſands, who never teceiv'd the External Bapriſm 
of the Church of Chriſt, having only been waſh'd by 
Lay Perſons, without, or contrary to, the Authority 
of the Biſhops. 


. III. 
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$. 111; But our Author adds, That tho? this © No, 
© ion [of the Nullity of unauthoriz'd Lay Bap- 
tiſm] © once got into ſome Churches, who thought that 
* the Baptiſn of Hereticks was of no value, and was to 
&« be repeated upon their coming into the Church, yet it 
« was ſolemnly condemn*d and rejetted by all Churches 
<« of God, now for above fourteen hundred Tears. By 
this, the Reader, who is ignorant of Eecleſiaſtical His 
ſtory, would be induc'd to believe, that the Univerſal 
Church ſolemnly condemnd and rejetted this Notion of 
the Nullity of unauthoriz'd Lay Baptiſm : But there 
isno ſuch thing, for the Univerſal Church in General 
Council, never made any Canon that Condemn'd and 
Rejected this Notion ; and if the Adverſary is pleas'd 
to inſiſt upon it that they did, let him tell us, in which 
of the General Councils it was, that we may ſee and 
believe him. But he blends and jumbles together the 
Notion of the Nullity of Unauthoriz'd Lay Baptiſm, 
with that of the Invalidity of Heretical Baptiſms, 
which are things vaſtly different from one anos 
ther; the firſt having no Pretence to any Commiſſion 
at all given by the Biſhops, and was never diſcuſs'd in 
= any General Council, becauſe the Church was not pe- 
ſter'd with ſuch unaccountable Lay-Uſurpers, as we 
are now, till within theſe laſt 200 Tears: And the other, 
vis. Heretical Baptiſms, being ſuch as were Ad mini- 


ſterd by Heretichs, who had by one means of other 


been Epiſcopally Ordain'd to Miniſter in Holy Things: 
$ _ 'twas the Diſpute about the Validity of theſe Baptiſms 
that Exercis'd the Primitive Church about the middle 
of the third Century, when St. Cyprian Biſhop of Car- 
8 tzbage and his Colleagues, after the Example of their 
Predeceſſors, and in Conformity to the Ancient Cuſtoms 
of the Aſtaticꝶ Churches, and the Determinations in 
the two Numerous Synods at Synnada and Iconium, 
held many Years before, and the Council of Carthage 
then, pronounc'd ſuch — Baptiſms to be null 
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and void, As being Deſtitute ofany Valid Authority, be- 
ing perform d in Hereſie and out of the Church. For they 
determin d at Iconium in the Council under Firmilian; 
« That all thoſe ſhould be held as Unbaptisd who were 
« Baptisdby ſuch as had once been Biſhopg, in rhe 
« Catholick Church, if they were Baptia d bythem after 
« they had ſeparated from the Church. This wasoppos'd 
by Pope Stephen, who would have all Baptiſms whatſo- 
ever, and by 'whomſoeyer Adminiſter?d to be good and 
valid; which was ſuch an Extreme as the Churches af. 
terwards, who declard for the validity of ſuch Here- 
rical and Schiſmatical Baptiſms, as were Adminifter'd 
in the Name of the Trinity, could not acquieſe in, 
for they Ordain'd in ſeveral Councils, that all Perſons | 
Baptiz'd by Hereticks ſhould be Bapriz'd in the Name 
of the Trinity, if they had not been ſo Baptiz d before; 
contrary to the Reſolution of Stephen, Biſhop of Rome, 
who would allow none of them to be Baptiz d, hut re- 
ceived all into the Church by virtue of their firſt tho 
Falſe Baptiſms. This of Repeating thoſe Heretical 
Baptiſms waich were Adminiſter'd in the Name of the 
Trinity, tis acknowledg'd was ſolemnly  condemnd 
and rejected, but not Up all zbe Churches of God now 
fer above fourteen Hundzed Lars, as our Author 
tells us, for the Greek Churches were for a long time 
after St. Cyprian's Days divided upon this Queſtion of 
the Nullity of thoſe Baptiſms : The Council of Arles, 
Anno 314 which conſiſted but of thirty three Weſtern 
Biſhops, firſt decided, and folemnly condemnꝰd the No- 
tion of their Invalidity ; and the Eaſtern Churches did 
not agree with the Weſtern abſolutely in this Point---- 
But ſuppoſe that all, both Eaſtern and Weſtern Church- 
es, in this laſt Period of 1400 Years, had unanimouſly 
agreed, that the Baptiſm of fuch Hereticks in the 
Name of the Trinity is good and valid, contrary to 
the Canons of Numerous Councils in the more early 
and purer Ages of Chriſtianity—— What then? Muſt 
we therefore conclude them to be more in the Right 
> - than 
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than the Apoſtolic Fathers, and thoſs many and more 
Primitive Churches who would not allow of this? 
And why does not our Author care to appeal to the 
three firſt Centuries for the Deciſion of this Queſtion ? 
Is it becauſe they were more ſtrict Adherers to, and 
greater Sticklers for the Unity and neceſſary Diſcipline 
of the Church, than atterwards? Or is ir becauſe the 
after Ages were mote inlighten'd to diſcover divine 
Truths, than thoſe Primitives were? But farther, 
What if the after Determinations concerning Heretick 
Baptiſmm were the beſt? This makes nothing for the 
Validity of unauthoriz'd Lay-Baptiſm-——— Becauſe 
tis notorious; that the Churches atknowledg'd thoſe 
Heretick Baptizers to have been Commiſhon'd by Epiſ- 
copal Ordination, as is plain by their not Re-ordaining 
them when they came into the Church, which they cer= 
tainly would have done, if they had never been in Ho- 


Iy Orders before; this makes thoſe Heretical Baptifms 


which were Adminiſter d by Commiſſion, and in the 
Name of the Trinity to be infinitely different from 
unauthoriz d Lay-Baptiſms, which are deſtirute of 4- 
7 Commiſhon tobat ſoc ver, for tho? it ſhould be ſaid 
that thoſe Heretical Baptiſms are valid, becauſe they are 
the External Body of the Sacrament, as wanting no 


N one Eſſential Conſtituent part of the Inſtitution, which 


confiſts in the Common, the Water, and the Form, 
in the Name of the Trinity, yet this cannot be ſaid 


for the Unauthoriz'd Lay-Baptiſm, becauſe it is nor 


the Body, ſince it wants the Commiſſion, which is one 
of the Conſtituent Eſſential Parts, of the Inſtitution of 
the Sacrament of Baptiſm, as has been prov d in the firſt 
Propofition of a Book, IntiruPd, Lay-Buptiſon Invalid, 
Firſt Edition, Page 13, and Second and Third Edition, 
Page 42, to either of which the Reader is referr'd for 
his Satisfaction herein So that what may be ſaid 
for thoſe authoriz d Hererical Baptiſms, is no ways ap- 
plicable to our unaurthoriz*d Lay-Baptiſms, as being 
no ways parallel to one another, and therefore the 
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(52) 
Churches declaring in favour of ſuch Heretical Bap- 
tiſm, is no Condemnation of the Aſſertion of the Nul- 
lity of Lay-Bapriſms done without, or in oppoſition 
Epiſcopal Authority. 4; 4 
If it be ſaid, that the Council of Eliberis in Spain, 
Anno 305. allow 'd of Lay-Baptiſm—— Tis anſwer d, 
1ſt, That this was no General Council, and ſo did not 
oblige the Univerſaal Church.  2d/y, That even this 
Council does not Countenance Unauthoriæ d Lay: Bap- 
tiſi, for the Canon is not Declarative of any Right 
that Laymen have in themſelves, as private Chriſtians 
to Baptize; no, It was only made to authorize ſome 
ſort of Laymen to do it in certain Emergencies, and 
upon particular Conditions, that is, the Canon was 
made to give them a Power to Baptize, which they bed 
not before; for if they had, what need of a Canon in 
Council to give them leave? This Lay - Chriſtian too 
was to be in Communion with the Biſhop ; He was to 
be ſuch a one as was under no Penance, nor a Biga- 
miſt——— He was allow'd by thoſe Biſhops to Baptize 
ina Caſe of Neceſſity thoſe who were ona Journey, be- 
ing at a great diſtance from a Church, and this too, 
upon Condition that he Preſent the ſo Baptiz d Perſon, 
if he ſurvive, to the Biſhop, to be Confirm'd by Impo- 
firion of his Hands. So that, if any thing can be ſaid 
for the Validity of thoſe Lay-Baptiſms, it muſt be 
founded upon thoſe Biſhops ſuppos'd Authority to 
give ſuch Power to their Laymen, and then it muſt be 
pleaded, that the Laymen acted by Authority, firſt re. 
ceived from their Biſhops, if they had Power to give it 
them; and conſequently, that they were Epiſcopally 
authorized Laymen, which can no ways be {aid in be- 
half of our Lay-Uſurpers, who never were authoriz'd 
by their Biſhops to whom they owe SubjeCtion, and 
conſequently can in no Senſe be {aid to have the Divine 
Commiſſion to Miniſter in ſuch holy Things; And more 
eſpecially when they act in direct Oppofition to, and 


Rebellicn, againſt Epiſcopacy it ſelf. 
of . | 6. IV. Next 


e (53) 
8. IW. Next he tells us, * In Popery the Midwibes 
generally Baptize, yet tho? this is againſt an Expreſs 
Rule of the Apoſt les, that a Woman ought not to ſpeak 


ix the Church, None of the Reformed ever thought of 


* Re-baptizing the Peſons ſo Baptiz'd, nor did our 


Church at the Reftoration ever entertain the leaſt mo- 
tion of this Sort; But this is recero?d by many. But 


I muſt beg leave to tell him, that in Popery the Mid- 
wives do not generallp, but on the contrary very ſel- 
dom Baprize, only in danger of the Infants Death, 
when a Frieft 'cannot be had rime _ z for there is 
2 great Providence in this, that thoſe People are very 
diligent to bring their Children to the publick Fonts, 
to receive Baptiſm of their Prieſts, notwithſtanding 
that unaccountable and unnatural Liberty which their 
Church gives to Midwives, to Baptize in Caſes of Ex- 
tremity: As if they had a greater Reverence for, and 
Faith in the Sacerdotal, than the Midwite Baptiſm, 
and diſtruſted the Goodneſs and Validity of ſuch Lay- 
Miniſtrations—— But whatever it be, the Divine 
Providence does in Fact ſecure the Validity of Baptiſm 
in the Church of Rome, by cauſing the Members there- 
of to be Generally Baptiz?d by their Prieſts, and not 
Midwives, as any Inquifitive Traveller into thoſe 


Countries may be Certified if he pleaſe. But, tho che 


contrary were true, yet even thoſe Midwives Baptiſms 


may juſtly be preterr'd before our unauthoriz d Lay- 


Baptiſms, becauſe they are not done without, much 
leſs in oppoſition to the Authority of their Biſhops, 
as ours are; So that, upon ſuppoſition, which I dare 
not grant, that thoſe Midwife Baptiſms could be de- 
fended as Valid upon the account of their Biſhops 
having firſt granted them ſuch Power Our Anti- 
Epiſcopal Lay-Baptiſms ſtand deſtitute of any ſuch 
Plea—— and therefore, can upon no account hatſo- 
ever be deemed Valid and Good, as being not only with- 
out, but directly oppoſite to the Authority of our Bi- 
5 E 3 ſhops 


— = 0 — 
— * + — Ct —— 
P 
— * * , gviny . — 1 
LR by ”Y WV 
* 


— 


— — 


2. 


— 


—— 


* 


: * — — = _ _ . 2 — — e Wa ve, ARS > : . 
. ͤ ͤ — i ͤ (f... ˙ * — ¹M————̃ ̃⅛˙ ³:—: dn —ʃ 
, ms — = — - — 


7 


C92. * 
ſhops —— Our Author acknowledges thoſe Midwife 
Baptiſms to be n an Expreſs Rule of the Apo C 
and yet notwithſtanding pleads for them, by telling us 
that none of the Reformed, nor our Church at the Re. 
ſtoration, ever thought of, or entertained. the 1 
motion of, the Rebaptizing (as he calls it) the Per- 
fons ſo Baptiz d. But what does this Negative of 01 
Requiring the Rebaptizations he ſpeaks of amount to 
Why nothing at all in the matter before us; for ſup- 
ſing, that this Silence was owing to the Opinion that 
the Reformed, and our Church, had, of the real Vali- 
dity of thoſe Midwite Baptiſms, yet this will make 
nothing for the Validity of our Anti-Epiicopal Lay- 
Baptiſms z becauſe, the Midwife Baptiſms in the 
Church of Rome are not Anti- Epiſcopal, tor whether 
Right or Wrong, they are in Communion with, in 
Subordination to, and by explicite Permiſſion and Con- 
ſent of, their Biſhops, and therefore not the Subject 
Matter of the Preſent Diſpute-—— Beſides, Silence, 
and Tolleration in Things contrary to the Law of God, 
are no Arguments for the Goodneſs of thoſe Things, nor 
ſufficient Reaſons againſt their Amendment 
Moſes for the Hardneſs of Men's Hearts, ſaßer d Men 
to put away their Wives for every Cauſez but from 
the beginning it was not ſo. The Children of I/rae/, 
| during their Forty Years ſojourning in the Wilderneſs, 
| did not Circumciſe, tho? there was all that while a 
( Randing Law, that every Male ſhould be Circumcis'd 
i at Eight Days old. The Reformed, abundance of 
| them, tho they knew the Apoſtolick Inſtitution of E- 
i piſcopacy, and ſaid they wiſh d, that they could be ſo 
| happy as to enjoy ſo great a Benefit, yet have conſtant- 
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| 
| ly gone on without Epiſcopal Ordination, and never 
1 | made one Step towards the attaining of it. And the 
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Greek Church in the Tr ib Dominions, tho? they 

1 know that Chriſt gave ſufficient Power and Authority 
Wil! o his Apoſtles and their Succeſſors, to continue their 
1 own Succeſſion to the End of the World; yet never 
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e AB, 
gttempt to claim their Spiritual Right, but continue 
ſubje&im that reſpeA to the Arbitrary Will of an In- 
fidel Mabametan, who takes upon him to Nominate 
and Appoint who ſhall be Conſecrated their Patriarch 
of Gonftantinople; &c. And, Lafily; to name no more, 
The Church of England knows, that Chriſt has given 
her Power, and that ſhe has accord ingly made Laws. 


to thruſt and fepel from the Holy munion, al 
Schiſmaticks and other ſcandalous Sinners; and yet is 


filent and paſſive under all thoſe horrid Proſtitutions, 
which her Prieſts are forc'd to make of the Divine My- 
ſteries, to the Sacrilegious Mouths of declar'd and 


known * maticks, Occaſianal Conformiſts, and other 


Profligate Sinners, to qualify them for Secular Offices 
of Honour and Profit. But all this is no Argument, a- 
ainſt the Neceſſity of a Man's not Divorcing his Wife 
or every Cauſe ; of Circumciſion to the Jets; of E- 
iſcopal Ordination to the Reformed; of the Spiritual 
wer of the Greek Biſhops to Nominate and Conſe- 
crate their own Patriarchs and Biſhops ; and of the 
Church of Eng/ands Power and Authority, to repel 
ſuch notorious Sinners, as I have named, from the Sa- 
crament of Chriſt's Body and Blood; and 1o neither is 
the Silence of the Reformed, and of the Church of 
England in relation to the Rebaptization of Perſons 
Bapriz'd by Midwives and Lay-men, any Argument a- 
gainſt their receiving Sacerdoral Baptiſm ; ſo long as 
that is the only Baptiſm which Chriſt Inſtitured, and 
which by his Law every one is bound to 1eceive, who 


has not yet received it. But not to leave this matter 


here. Our Church is not ſo ſupine and negligent a- 
bout Lay-Baptiſins, as ſome may reckon her; for, tho? 
(as © Dr. Geo. Abbot, in the Lecture, which he read 
in the Divinity School at Oxford, De Circumciſione 
& Baptiſmo, 1597, ſays) Our Church after the Re- 
* formation, Facilitate Larga, with great Latitude and 
* Indulgence, for ſome time tolerated the Baptiſm of 
Lay Men and Women in abſolute Neceſſity, for the Ig- 

; E 4 * norance 
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* norance of the People, and Hardneſcof their Hearts } 


Yet it is moſt certain, that upon a Review of her Li- 
turgy, ſhe has eraſed and blotted” out that Rubrick, 


which tolerated fuch Baptiſms; and not only ſo, bur 
inſtead thereof, has appointed, that even in Caſes of 
Neceſſity, Baptiſm ſhall be adminiſtred by the Mi- 
© miſter of the Pariſh, or in bis Abſence, © any other 
*& Lawful Miniſter that can be procurd; and we all 
know what ſhe means by Lawfu! Miniſter, i. e. one 
Epiſcopally Ordain'd ; for ſhe allows of no other Or- 
dination, but obliges all, howſoever and by whomſoe- 
ver otherwiſe Ordain'd, to ſubmit to be Ordain'd by a 
Biſhop, before ſhe can acknowledge them to have any 
Lawful Call, or Power to Miniſter the Holy Sacra- 
ments. This ſhews her Non Approval and Rejection 
of Midwife, and other Lay Baptiſms; which is a plain 
Proof that ſhe does not allow of their Validity ; and 
by this A& ſhe calls Louder for what our Author terms 
Re-baptization, than her ſuppos'd Silence does for an 
Acquieſcence in ſuch Falſe, or rather No Baptiſins: 
And therefore, ?tis neceſſary to adminiſter Catholick 
Baptiſm to thoſe who never receiv'd it, and who on- 
ly have been waſh'd by unauthoriz*d and Anti-Epiſco- 

dal Lay Baptizers, which is worſe than if they had 


n ſo by Lay Men, allow'd of by their Biſhops ; C 7 
the Authority of which latter Baptiſm, if any at all, 
is now alſo taken away, and made void, in the Church 


of E gland. 


6. v. But to proceed; He ſays, © The common To- | 


& pick to ſupport this wild unheard of Paradox, it, 
& that the Commiſſion to Preach and Bapti2e, was gi. 
% ven to the Apoſtles ,, ſo that none but their Succeſ- 
% ſors can pretend to it. But has not every Chriſtian 
in Caſes of Neceſſity, a right to Teach and Inflrull a- 
* 'nother, and to perſwade him to become a Chriſtian ? 

* And therefore tho it is a very juſt part of the Order 
& of the Church, that none but Perſons mitiated 7 
N 9 | "ey & Hol 
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piſcopal Authority whatſogyer. The leaſt that can be 
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« Holy Fundtiont, ſhould Baptize and Preach; yet Ne- 
« ceffity is above all Rules, in ſuch a Caſe they may 
« Baptize at well as Preach. Thus far our Author. 
'Tis ſtrange that he ſhould call this a wild and unheard 
Paradox, when he doubtleſs knows, that the Apo- 
lic Fathers allow'd nothing to be Valid, that was 
done without the Biſhop, much leſs when in Oppoſi- 
tion to his Authority; as is plain, from what I have 
Cited out of St. Ignat ius, p. 47. and by his ſay ing to 
the Smyrneans, * Let no Man do any thing of what 
belongs to the Church, without the Biſhop : Let that 
t Euchariſt be look'd upon as Firm and Juſt, which 
« 7s either offer d bythe Biſhop, or by bim to whom the 
« Biſhop has given his Conſent. Whereſoever the Bi- 
« ſhop ſhall appear, there let the People alſo be; as 
6 — Feſus Chriſt is, there is the Catholic Church. 
«© It is not Lawful without the Biſhop, either to Bap- 
cc tige, or, Cc. Pt whatſoever be ſhall ap- 
& prove, that is alſo pleaſing umo God; that ſo what- 
« ever is done, may be Hecure and well done. 


« He that Honours the Biſhop, ſhall be Honour d of 


© God; but he that does anp Thing without bis Know- 
% ledge, Minifters unto the Devil. Epiſt. to the Smyr- 
© nears, N. 8.9. And again; As the Lord did no- 
*< thing without the Father, being united to him, nei- 
& ther by bimſelf, nor yet by bis apoſiles ; ſo neither 
do ye do any thing without your Biſhop and Presby- 


* ters: Neither endeavour io let any thing appear 


« fiational zo your * _— „ St. Ignatius Epiſt. 
to the Magneſians, N. 7. Thus, according to that 
Glorious Saint and Martyr, nothing was Firm, nothin 


8 
Secure, nothing Rational, but all as bad as Worſhip- 


ping and Miniſtring to the Devil, when done without 
the Biſhop's Authority; how much more would he 
have {aid ſo, had he liv'd in theſe our Days, and ſeen 
Men uſurp to themſelves a pretended Power of Mini- 
ſtring in Holy Things, directly in Oppoſition to all E. 


ſaid 


(8) | 
faid of theſe, is, that their Acts ate null and void, if 
thoſe were ſo, which the bleſſed Martyr would:noral- 
low to be Firm, Secure, or National, but Acts of Wor- 
ſhip paid to the Devil, when done only without the 
Biſhop's Commiſſion. —— This then is no tuild and un. 
heard oy Paradox, but an ancient Apoſtolic Truth, and 
the reſult of Infinite Wiſdom, who made Biſhops his 
Vicegerents, and as ſuch, the Supreme Miniſters of his 
Sacred Myſteries, which by his appointment muſt be 
ditpens'd to us, by, and in Subordination to, them on- 
ly; as is evident from our Lord's Commiſſion to his A- 
poſtles, the firſt Supreme Governours of his Church; 
which runs thus,“ Go ve 5 4 all Nations, 
« Baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of 
& the Son, and of the. Holy. Ghoſt : Teaching tbem to 
“ obſerve all things whatſoever I have Commanded you; 
* and la, I am with you alway, even unto the end of 
* theWorld, Amen. St. Mat. Xxviii. 19, 20. 5 
Here is a great Commiſſion given to particular Per- 
ſons, to Officers empower d to continue their on Suc- 
ceſſion: As my Father hath ſent ne, even ſo ſend I 
« you, ——— and here, Lo I am with you alway, even 
* unto the end of the World. This is a demonſtrati- 
on, that their Office muſt continue and never fail, till 
the Conſummation of all things; and that they are the 
Conveyers of this Office to their Succeſſors, and their 
Succeſſors to others; and ſo continually during the 
whole Period; for, Lo, I am with You] Not with 
thoſe, who can in no Propriety of Speech, be ſaid to 
be Nou, J. e. Apoſtles, either in whole, s or in part; 
for the Jews have a Saying, that every Man's Apoſtle 
is himſelf, becauſe ſent and impower'd by him 3 
and our Saviour us'd to accommodate himſelf to the 
| Jewiſh ways of ſpeaking, and therefore told his Apo- 
{tles, Lo, I 2m with You, i. e. Tow and your Apoſtles, 
or Perſons ſent by You a/ways, &c. So that if 'a Per- 
ſon pretends that Chriſt is with him in any Ac of Mi- 


niſtration, and produces the Words of this Commiſſi- 
Sl on 


* 
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on for his Voucher, Lo, I am with you, then, if in Fat 
he be not ſent [if he be not of that S ucceſſion 
which Chriſt calls Nau, if he be not an Officer 
ſent by an Apoſtle, he cannot poſhbly be ſaid to have 
this Commiſſion, and conſequently cannot be {aid to 
erform any part of the Commiſhon'd Miniſtrations: 
And therefore whatſoever Acts, either of Baptizing or 
Preaching, are done by him, are not the Commiſſion d 
Baptiſms and Preachings, and conſequently with re- 
ſpe to the Promiſe of Chriſt's Concurrence vvith their 


who Miniſters is not one one of the Bou whom Chriſt 


has promis d to be with alway, even unto the end of 
the World. 


& VI. But further, what our Author drives at by ask- 


ing, Has not every Chriſtian, in Caſe of Neceffuy, 4 


Rzght to Teach, &c. conſequently to Baptize ? Is 
not to be granted; for, whatever Right the Lay Man 
has to Teach, he did not come to that Right by Virtue 
of this Commiſſion, becauſe this Commithon was never 

iven him ; and for his not having teceiv'd ir, he is 
Liſt iſh'd from the Clergy by this Term of a Lay- 
man. Beſides, what our Author calls a Caſe of Neceſ- 
ſity, gives the Lay-man no more Right or Authority to 
Teach or Preach, than he had before: He never had 
any Authority at all, but only a natural Duty incum- 
bent on him, ro communicate his uſeful Knowledge to 
the Ignorant, which gives him no right of Superiority 
over his Neighbours as their Spiritual Teacher, for in 
reſpeCt of that, they are all his Equals, and owe him 
nothing but Thanks and Gratitude for his charitable In- 
forming of them. He cannot, in Caſes of Neceſhty, 
in the abſence and deſtitution of God's Authoriz'd 


reachers, ſet himſelf up as One of them, and affirm 


with any Truth, That he is an Ambaſſador for Chriſt, 
8 Steward of the Myſteries of God, for he was never ve. 

ſted with any ſuch Powers; he cannot tell his Audi- 
tors 


Miniſtration, are as if they had not been, becauſe he 


(60) 
tors (but with a Lye) That if they deſpiſe him, th 
deſpiſe Chriſt. That God Dae bim ( thi 
Lay- man) the Miniſtry of Reconciliation. ——— That he 
took not this Honour to himſelf, but that he was callod of 
God as was Aaron; and that this Gift was given him 
by the Laying on of the Hands of the Presbytery; i. e. 
of the Apoſtolic Prieſthood, or ſuch authorized Hands 
as St. Paul's were. He cannot, without being 
an egregious Cheat, tell the People, that The Lord 
has Ordaind that be ſhould live of the Goſpel, and 
« that therefore they ſhould miniſter unto him in Car- 
© mal things : For indeed, how ſhould he ths Preach 
except be be ſent * And if he cannot Preach theſe 
for Truths reſpeQing his Office, becauſe he has no - 
ritual Office at all; then tis plain, that his Charitable 
Inſtructing of his Ignorant Neighbours, is not by Vir- 
tue of the Commiſhon which Chriſt gave his Apoſtles 
and their Succeſſors; and conſequently ſo neither can 
his Baprizing be by Virtue of this Commiſſion 
and therefore his Baptiſm is no Inſtituted Baptiſm ; 
becauſe not that Baptiſm which Chriſt has promis'd to 
concur with. For, if Men will perfiſt in it, that he, 
7. e. Chriſt is with the Baptiſms of thoſe who are not 
Sent; where does it appear ſo? When and to whom 
did he make ſuch a Promiſe ? This is all in the Dark; 
and, toi Men love Darkneſs, rather than Lighe ? It 
they do, tis becauſe their Deeds are Evil; they rung 
counter to a plain, eaſy, written Law of God, which | 
has committed the Power of Baptizing to authorizd It 
Miniſters, and have recourſe to 70 Drome Law at all 
for Lay-men to Baptize: They value this Unin- 
ſtituted Waſhing, and attribute to it the ſame Super» 
natural Power and Efficacy, as if it were that One 
Baptiſm which Chrift himſelf appointed. Thus by a 
wretched Selt-conceit, we forſake our own Mercies ; 
and tb us in this caſe, may very juſtly beapply'd that 
of the Propher, ** Be aſtoniſbd, O ye Heavens at this, 
and be borribly afraid; Be ye very Deſolate, $48 
J * TI 
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« the Lord: For my People haue committed tig Evilt: 
« They. bave 7 me the Fountain of Living 
« Waters, and bewed them out Cifterns, broken 
« Ciſterns that can bold no Mater! Jet. ii. 12413. 


—— —— — — 


&. VII. But our Author will tell us, that Neczfiry 
3s above all Ruler. This is an Affirmative, and his 
Province to demonſtrate. ——, But the contrary to 
this, is alſo an Affirmative, viz. Ihat Rules made by 
God himſelf concerning Miniſtrations meerlp Poſitive, 
are above all pretended Caſes of Neceſfity-what ſoever , 
and this I ſhall endeavour to prove againſt him. I 
call *em pretended Caſes of Neceſlity, becauſe it does 
not appear that there ever was any real Neceſſity for 
breaking in upon ſuch Rules. But that they are above 
all ſupposꝰd Neceſſities, is plain from the very Na- 
ture of their Inſtitution, which is purely Poſitive, ha- 
ving nothing 8 Moral or of eternal Obli- 

atlon, ſeparate from the Divine Command or In- 
junction, which is the only Foundation upon which 
we are bound to obſerve them: Every eſſential part 
of ſuch meerly Poſitive Miniſtrations, is of the — 
Nature, purely Poſitive, and therefore of equal Obli- 
gation; fo that, if one of thoſe Eſſential Parts be 
= avanting, nothing can be added inſtead thereof, to 
I make up the Miniſtration; becauſe, whatſoever ſhall 
be attempted to be added to upply that Defect, will, 
|; becauſe not inſtituted by God, be no Eſſential part of 

= the Miniſtration, and therefore *rwill remain ſtill as 
= LUnorganiz%d, as Defective, and Null, as twould 
1 have been without that pretended Supply: — 
For, the other Eſſential Parts were not inſtituted by 
themſelves, ſeparate from that which is now. want- 
ing; bur they were all appointed together in union 
and conjunction with one another; ſo that if one of 
them be abſenr, it makes the remainder to be Un- 
inſtituted ; and if you add Uninſticureds to Uninſtitu- 1 
teds, the Sum will be ſtill Ulninſtituted; that is, be 


whole 
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whole Miniſtration will be an Act of Wil! Worſhip; 
and if offer'd to God for the ſame Purpoſes as he ap- 
pointed the Miniſtration for, which we pretend to 
ſupply, will amount to this Impiety and Preſumption, 
that we exalt our Own Inventions to an Equality with 
His Inftitutions, and expect him to be as 2s 0 
and favourable to us for the fake of ours, as he has 
promis d to be for the take of his 'own Appoint« 


5. VIII. To Explain this a little. The Inftitated 
Miniftration of the Prieſts Offering Incenſe to God 
with Coals of Fire taken from oft the Altar before 
the Lord, under the Mo/aic Diſpenſation, was DES 
Poſitive; and ſeparate from God's Command, Incenſe 
had no more Intrinfick Spiritual Virtue, than the com- 
mon Duſt and Dung of the Earth; and we were no 
more oblig'd to offer him one than another by way 
of Atonement ; but his Command made Incenſe necel- 
ſary, and therefore twas Duty to Offer it. Again, 
who ſhould offer it to God, was wholly indifferent, 
before he Determir'd it by his Commiſſion; till then, 
*twas no matter, whether a Prieſt, or a Levite, or a 
common Jew did it: But when he fix?d it to rhe 
Prieſtꝰs Office, then the Indifferency ceas'd, none could 
do it but rhe Prieſt : And becauſe God would have 
it fo, therefore all the whole Church of the Jews was 
bound to obſerve. it. And this Obligation aroſe meer- 
ly from the Divine Command. The like is to be 
obſery'd as to the Fire wherewith the Prieft was to 
offer the Incenſe. The ſame as to Sacrifices and 
Burnt-Offerings, which were to be made by the 
Prieft ; —— and the Service of the Tabernacle, and 
the Care of the Ark of the Covenant, which apper- 
tainꝰd to the Levites by the appointment of God. 
None of theſe things had any thing of Moral Obli- 
gation, or intrinſick Spiritual Virtue in themfelves 
alone; they were, in all their Parts, mecrly Poſitive, 
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(6 
and the Jews Duty to obſerve them was founded only 


on the Command of God 5—— it did not belong to 


them to conttive what to do about ſuch Miniſtrati 

in caſe of the want and deſtitution of any one of 
their Eſſential Parts; No! for when they did ſo far 
condern themſelves, the Divine Vengeance made them 
ſee, that he would not ſuffer them to go Unpuniſh'd, 
for. tampering with, and endeavouring to mend his 
Stated Rules. If there had been No Incenſe at 


hand, Aaron the High Prieft muſt not have venturd 


to take any thing elſe, which was not Commanded, 
inſtead thereof, to make an Atonement for the Sins 
of the People, by offering ſtrange Perfume before the 
Lord: And twas for mutilating and changing 
the Inſtituted Fire, and putting that which was not 
Commanded, in the room thereof, that there went 
out a Fire from the Lord, and devour d Nadab and 
Abihu, the Sons of Aaron, who © took either of them 
« his Cenſer and put Fire therein, and put Incenſe 
« thereon, and offer d Strange Fire before the Lord, 
4 which he commanded them not, Lev. x. 1, 2. Theſe 
were Prieſts, and they offer'd Incenſe; but they of- 


** fer'd it with Strange Fire, that was not Commanded. 


This ruin'd the whole Miniſtration, and not only 
made it Null and Void, but Wicked and Impious, 
by the addition of what was not Commanded, inſtead 


of what was; for they ought to have taken © their 


« Cenſers full of burning Coals of Fire, from off the 
* Altar before the Lord, and to bave put the Incenſe 
upon that Fire, Lev. xvi. 12, 13. But it ſeems 
they thought other Fire would do as well, and ſo 
made their whole Miniſtration of that Incenſe, Impi- 
ous and Abominable, for which the Lord {lew them. 


I dowt bring this as any pretended Caſe of Neceſlity z 


for doubtleſs thoſe rwo Priefts might have had Fire 
from off the Altar, and ſo had nothing in the leaſt 
that might put on the Face of an Excuſe for their 
Preſumption; but I mention it here, that the Reader 


\ may 
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(64) | 
may ſee, by comparing this with the following In- | 
ſtances, which have a great ſhew of very preſſing Ne- | 
ceſſty, that God as much puniſh'd their Kaſh and un- | 
warranted Zeal, who reckon'd © Necefity above all 
& Rule, as he did thoſe two Prieſt's bold Preſumpti- 
on, for breaking in upon his Rule, without any Plea | 
of Necelſity. : 


vs. 

H. IX. Saus Neceſſity had all the ap- 
x Sam. 13. pearance imaginable of being exceeding 
urgent: Samuel the Prieſt was abſent; his 
Enemies preſsd hard upon him; his People were 
ſcatter'd from him; he had not ſupplicated the Di- 
vine Favour : He reckon'd the moſt effectual way to 
obtain it was by Burnt-Offerings, and Peace Offerings; 
and in this he was certainly in the Right, for their 
Inſtitution made them ſo; but the ſame Inſtitution 
requir'd, that they ſhould be offer'd by the Prieft, 
who was the Typical Repreſentative of Chriſt, the 
Great High-Prieft that was to come; without this 
they were not Inſtiruted, but uncommanded, and 
therefore Null Burnt-Offerings, and Void Peace-Of- 
ferings, whether ordinarily, or in times of ſeeming | 
Neceſſity; as appears by the Iſſue of Saas Caſe ; for 
he ventur'd to endeavour to make God propitious and 
favourable to him, by oftering an uncommanded Burnt- 
Offering, himſelf without the Prieſt; and for this 
Falſe, this No Inſtituted Offering, which he would 
have to ſupply the want of the: Inſtituted one, his 
= Plea of Neceſſity was not admitted; it was not al- 
14 low'd to be above all Rules; for this unwarranted 
Zeal, or rather Preſumption, he loſt his Kingdom; 
God took it from him irreverſably, and from his 

14 Children for ever. 3 
nl After this Sin, we find him continually falling from 
ll one Wickedneſs to another; — the Spirit of God de- 
| parts from him, and in ſtead thereof, an evil Spirit 
comes upon kim: At laſt, to fill up the meaſure — 
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(55) 
nis Iniquities, he applies himſelf to a Witch, who 
had a Devil for her Familiar, that he might kn his 
Fate in a War he was engag'd in againſt the Philiſtines, 
who ovetcame him upon Mount Gilboa ; where, 
through Madneſs and Deſpair, he became his own 
Executioner by Self- Murder. 


& X. Uzzg's Caſe alſo would, at firſt Sight, ap- 
pear to be very Excuſable, for the ſeeming great Ne- 
ceſſity there was of Saving the Ark. It was carry d 
on a new Cart drawn by Oxen; Vzza and Ahio drove 
the Cart; the Oxen ſtumbled, and conſequently the 
Ark ſhook and totter'd'; Uzz4 fearing that it might 
fall, zealouſly put forth his Hand to hold it up; 
And the Anger of the Lord was kindled againſt Uzza, 
and be ſmote him, becauſe he put his hand to the Ark : 
And there he Died before God, 2 Sam. vi. and 
1 Chron. xiii. And why? But becauſe twas none of 
his Office to touch the Ark, or any ſuch Holy Thing, 


Nun. iv. 15. This ſeeming Neceſſity was no Excuſe z 


or his Zeal, which was either withour, or contrary to 
Knowledge, any Plea fot his breaking in upon the 
Inſtituted Rule: ?Twas his Duty to take notice and 
obſerve, that ſuch Rules are above Neceſſity; and for 
his acting according to our Author's Maxim, that 
« Neceſjity is above all Rules; he dy'd the Death as 
exemplarily as did Nadab and Abihu, for preſuming 


do break in upon another Rule, without any ſuch pre- 


tence of Neceſhty, 


§. XI. Thus we ſee, there is no medling with 
God's Rule about his Inſtituted Miniſtrations, when 
they are meerly Pofitive. What we call Neceſſity, is 
no ſufficient Plea z theſe Inſtances are ſtanding M 3 
numents, to give us Warning never to intrude Un- 
call'd, or without a Commiſhon, into, or ſo much as 
touch, what he has appropriated to be done and pers 
form'd by his own Commitſſion'd Officets ; Let our 
F Necels 


(66) 
Neceſſities be never ſo great, they mult ſubmit to his 
Preſcriptions, walt his Leiſure till they can be ſup- 
ply'd; and if there is no Humane appearance of any 
preſent or future Relief in this Life, fir down with 
Confidence in the Divine Goodneſs, who will accept 
of the Will for the Deed, when we are not culpable, 
for any Non-performance of what he has requir'd of 
us. For, | 


6 XII. Our Neceſſities can be but of three ſorts. 
1ſt. Either we ſtand in need of Things Natural for 
our Bodies; or, | 
2dly. Of Things Moral for our Minds. Or, 
3dly. Of ſuch as are Supernatural, for the Salya- 
tion of our Souls. _ | 
Every one of theſe Neceſſities mult be ſupply'd by 
its own proper and efteCtual Means, otherwiſe the 
attempt of ſupplying, will be uſeleſs and vain : Thus, 
1/t. The Neceſſities of our Bodies are ſupply'd by 
Food, Raiment, Houſes, Phyſick, Cc. which have a 
Natural Efficacy to anſwer our Bodily Wants; but if 
we are Lazy and Idle, if we fit ſtill, and without 
making any Uſe of theſe Natural Means, expect Re- 
lief barely from Moral Lectures and Inſtructions gi- 
ven us for the Information of our Minds; It will be 
no Wonder if our Bodies periſh, becauſe theſe Means 
are no ways proper of themſelves, nor effectual for 
their Support. 
2dly. For our Minds, their Moral Neceſſities are 
to be ſupply'd by Moral Means, ſuch as Information, 
Inſtruction, Teaching, and Example, which have a 
Moral Efficacy to cure our Ignorance, to ſer right our 
Judgments, and to inſpire us with noble Principles.——- 
But it a Man ſhould be ſo mad, as to attempt to 
Sain theſe Moral Accompliſhments, only by Eating, 
and Drinking, Dreſſing, Sleeping, taking Phyfick, Cc. 
which of themſel ves · are urterly ineffective, and Means 
altogether inconſiſtent for the attaining ſuch 77 77 
e nds: 
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(67) 
Ends: The whole Rational World would Hiſs at him, 
and he would ftill remain as Immoral, Ignorant, 
Fooliſh, and Diſtracted, as he was before. 

3dly. Our Neceſſities for Things Supernatural, can 
only be ſupply'd by Supernatural Means, appointed 
by God himſelf, who will anſwer our Wants _ 
our due uſe of thoſe Means. All Men in their fallen 
Stare being Rebels againſt God, and therefore baniſh'd 


| from his Kingdom, and liable to Eternal Condemna- 


tion, do doubtleſs ftand in need of theſe Supernatu- 
ral Graces and Favours; Reconciliation to him; A- 
doption into his Family and Houſhold ; the Aſſiſtances 
of his ſanctifying Spirit, to qualify them here, to live 
in a bleſſed and happy Eternity of Joys unſpeakable, 
and full of Glory hereafter. Theſe, all the Powers 
of Nature can never give; the Means to obrain them, 
muſt be only of his prefcribing who has the power 
of them ; and nothing inſtead of his Preſcriptions, 
can have any Efficacy to the attaining of them. 


& XIII. Among the ſeveral Supernatural Means 
appointed by God tor Reconciliation under the Moſaic 


Law, were thoſe of Sacrifices and Burnt-Offerings, 
do be ofterd by the Prieſts. And we ſee by Saulis 
Example, that if there was an attempt of offering 
without a Prieſt, for the Purpoſes of the Inſtituted 
Sacerdotal Offering, 'twas not only an Ineffefive 
Means, a meer Nullity for the Ends and Deſigns of 
the Inſtituted Offerings; bur a Curſe to the Offerer 


himſelf ; and would have been ſo by parity of Reaſon 


= to all others, who ſhould have knowingly concurrd 


with him in So Vain, becauſe unappointed, and there» 
fore Impious an Undertaking as his was, to make a 
Humane Invention equally a Means with a Divine In- 
{tirution. —— He might as well have endeavour'd to 


have gain'd the Divine Favour and Reconciliation, 


by Common Eating and Drinking, as by ſuch a No 
oo F 2 Inſti- 
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Inſtituted Offering; for in themſelves they are as 
valid Means for ſo great an End as that was, being 
upon an equal Level therewith, equally adapted for 
the obtaining ſo great a Benefit; that is, nothing at all 
fit, becauſe not appointed by God himſelf. 


F. XIV. To come now to the Matter in hand: The 
Baptiſm inſtituted by Chrift himſelf, is by virtue of f 
his Appointment and Concurrence therewith, a ſuper- 
natural Means of our Initiation and Incorporation in- 
to his ſpiritual Houſhold the Church; and of all the 
ſupernatural Benefits annex'd thereto, and conſequent 
thereupon ; for the obtaining of which, all natural 
Power and Means whatſoever, are utterly inſufficient, 
as being none of them inſtituted by Chriſt for ſuch 
glorious Purpoſes. The Baptiſm which he appointed 
is certainly to be known only by the Law which he has 
made concerning it; and this Law is in his Commiſſion 
to his Apoſtles , where it is plain, that Chriſt's Baptiſm 
has three eſſential Parts in its Miniſtration; the Autho- 
riaꝰd Baptizer in the Apoſtolic Succeſſion ; the Matter, 
Water. and the Form in the Name of the Trinity. Theſe | 
Eſſentials are all meerly poſitive, nothing moral: They : 
were all inſtituted by one Authority, and all together | 
at the ſame time; not one or two of them ſeparate F ? 
from another; and they are all of equal Duration, | 

] 


and conſequently of the ſame Neceſſity and Obliga- | + 
tion; fo that if one of them be wanting, the Remain- | 
| der cannot be the inſtituted Baptiſm, becauſe it was 
1 not appointed ſeparate from that other Part which is | 
1 wanting. For Example; a Prieſt baptizing only with! 
Ti Water, without the Form, does not adminiſter Chrift's 
1 inſtituted Baptiſm, becauſe Chriſt did not appoint F* 
1 Baptiſm withour, but with the Form. Again; A Prieſt 
ih baptizing with Water, and another Form of Words, 
l inſtead of the inſtituted Form, does not adminiſter 
1 Chriſt's Baptiſm, becauſe Chriſt never inſtituted Bap 
ö | tiſm 


1 
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LNeceſſity is indeed egregious Nonſenſe, ſo long as 
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tiſm with ſuch a Form. And laſtly, Baptiſm, with 


ronouncing the Form of Words in the Name of the 
Trinity, when done by a Perſon who 1s not one of 
thoſe whom Chriſt promis*d to be with, Baptizing, is 
none of Chriſt's inſtituted Bapriſm , for he never ap- 


5 eker any Baptiſm in the Name of the Trinity, to 


done by one whom he did not promiſe to concur 
with; that is, he never inſtituted unauthoriz'd Lay 
Baptiſm. And therefore his inſtituted Baptiſm, which 
is the ſupernatural Means of ſupernatural Graces and 
Benefits, is only that which muſt be adminiſtred in 
the Name of the Trinity, by one bearing the Apoſto- 
lic Commiſſion : Hence, in the Abſence and Want of 
ſuch a commiſſionꝰd Baptizer, whatſoever Baptiſm is 
iven by an unauthoriz'd Lay-man, is an ineffective 
eans; a Nullity, with reſpect to the Deſigns of 
Chriſtian Baptiſm, and void, and of no Effect (be- 
cauſe not inſtituted) for the ſupernatural Ends we 
aim at. 
Our Author's pleading for ſuch Baptiſms, only, by 
ſaying, that © Neceſſity is above all Rules; in ſuch Caſe 
* they may Baptize, is a plain Indication, that thoſe 


>  Baptiſms are without any Rule; and conſequently not 
= inſtituted Means of ſupernarural Graces, — and there- 
fore when perform'd for ſuch Purpoſes, are not only in 
themſelves null and void, but alſo impious and pro- 
fane, as they aſpire to an Equality with the inſtituted 


Baptiſms. 


S8. XV. To conclude this about the Neceſſity of un- 
The very Notion of its 


there is no Proof of its being a divine Inſtitution; for 
in Caſes meerly poſitive, and not in themſelves Moral, 


we have no other Neceſſity upon us, than what ariſes 


from that Obligation, which God's own Appointment 
lays us under, 
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TT) 
The Revelations made to St. Hermas, who was co- 


temporary with the Apoſtles, and who is mention'd 
by St. Pau! in Rom. xvi. 14. tho? they inſiſt upon the 


Neceffity of the Seal of Chriſt's Baptiſm ; * That our 


Lie is, and ſhall be ſaved by Water. Shepherd of 
St. Hermas, Viſ. iii. N. 3. That “ Before a Man 
receives the Name of the Son of God, be is ordain'd 
* unto Death; but when be receives the Seal, | i. e. 
Vater] be is freed from Death, and deliver'd unto 
* Life. Similitude-xix. N. 16. That the righteous 
Hen and Prophets of the firſt and ſecond Ages, N. 15. 
* tho? © they long ago carried their juſt Spirits, it was 
« neceſſary for them to aſcend by Mater: That, 
« they being dead, were nevertbeleſs ſealed with the 
« Seal of the Son of God, N. 16. Yet notwithſtanding 
all this Neceſſity, the Revelation diſcovers no Lay- 


Baptizers: None are mentionꝰd to have gone to theſe 


departed righteous Men and Prophets, but © The Apo- 
fes and Doctors of the Preaching of the Son of God, 
« N. 15. The Apoſtles and Teachers, who preach'd the 
Name of the San of God; none but theſe are mention'd 
to have given this Seal to thoſe juſt ones, who © Died 


« ;n great Purity, being full of Righteouſneſs , only | 


& this Seal was wanting. N. 16. 
—_— 


&. XVI. I don't mention this Paſſage for the ſake of 
the DoQrine of Bapriſm given in a ſeparate State, | 
but to ſhew, that notwithſtanding the ſtrict Senſe | 


which the moſt primitive Fathers had of the Neceſſity 
of Baptiſm, they diſcover to us no other Baptiſm, 
than what muſt be adminiſter'd by authoriz'd Apoſtles, 
Doclors and Teachers; for, notwithſtanding the Neceffity 
which the ancient Prophets are here repreſented to have 
for Chriſtian Baptiſm, yet none is found to give it them, 
but thoſe who were commiſſionꝰd for that Purpoſe; 
ſuch great Strangers were the moſt primitive Fathers 
of the Church (as well as the Holy Scriptures) to this 
Pew Maxim, that Nece//ty is above all Rules, that our 
rn | | by | St. Hers 
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St. Hermas gives us not the leaſt Hint of any unautho- 


riz2d Lay Chriſtians giving Baptiſm to thoſe Prophets 
to ſupply their Neceſlity which they might have done, 


if our Author's Maxim was then good. a d ſafe to be 


follow'd. 

When Frumentius a Lay-Man, with others in the 
Reign of the Emperor Conftantius, had converted 
ſome Indians to the Knowledge of Chriſt, by their 
charitative inſtruQting of them in the Principles of 
Chriltianity, as Socrates Scholaſticus tells us, in his 
Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, Book I. cap. 19. We don't 


find that he reckon'd himſelf Authoriz'd for the pecu- 


liar Miniſtrations of the ſacerdotal Office, till he went 
to St. Athanaſius Biſhop of Alexandria, and defir'd 
him that he would ſend a Biſhop and Clergy to thoſe 


People. When St. Athanaſius entreated Frumen- 


tius himſelf to take upon him the Biſhoprick; 

which was done, and Framentius dignify'd with an 
3 by St. Ar hanaſius, returns again to the In- 
dian Country, and there became a Preacher of the 


Chriſtian Religion; he wrought many Miracles, 


and cured many Mens Bodies, together with their 
Souls, ſays the Hiſtorian. | 


There would have been no need for all this Proceſs, 


if Frumentizs had but known the Truth of our Au— 
thor's Maxim, That Neceſſity is above all Rules; what 


Occaſion had he to venture ſo long a Journey to Ae. 
andria, and put the Converſion of the Inner Iadia and 


their Eſtabliſhment in Chriſtianity, to the Risk of his 
lingle Lite, by going to procure commiſſion'd Preach- 
ers, Oc. it God's Rules about theſe Matters were not 
above all Neceſſity? He might have made himſelf 
Biſhop, and appointed other Clergy, by virtue of the 
preſſing Neceſſity of thoſe I:d:a7s; but the Rule would 
not allow it ſo, and therefore I concur with him, that 
It is avery juſt Part of the Order of the Church, that 
& zone but Perſons initiated into holy Functions, ſhould 


* Baptize and Preach; becauſe this Order is exactly 


F 4 accotg 


99 the Church, as ſuch; or elſe, becauſe he being a 
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according to ſacred Scripture, and the Doctrine and 
Practice of the Apoſtolic Fathers; which have given 
us no Example of departing from this Rule in times 
of the reateſt Neceſſity ; but the direct contrary, that 
the Rule is Above all Neceſſity whatſoever in Miniſtra- 
tions meerly poſitive, and not moral: And therefore 
our Church has now taken care to provide no preten- 
ded Salvo's, but to confine Men to the Stated Rule of 
Sacerdotal Baptiſm, in times of the greateſt Neceſſity; 
as is plain by her Office for Private Baptiſm, 


6 XVII. Our Author fays, The Faith of the Trinity 
* gives every Man a Right to baptiae; and this has been 
© the conſtant Senſe of the Church for above fourteen 
e Hundred Tears, which ina ritual Matter is certain 
e of great Authority. They reskon'd that Baptiſm ts 
* the Gift of Chrift to bis Church, when given inthe 


Name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, This is 


only ſaid, and not provd; not one Afgument 
brought to confirm it. What he means by © The 
% Faith of the Trinity, &c. muſt be one of 
theſe two things, Either that every one who believes 
in the Trinity, has a Right to baptize; or elſe, That 
every baptiz d Chriſtian has a Right to baptize, provi- 
ded he do it with the Form, in the Name of the Tri. 
nity, It the firſt, then, any unauthoriz'd, unbaptiz d 
Perſon, who believes the Doctrine of the Trinity, has 
a Right to baptize others before he is baptiz d himſelf. 
This is as good as if a Man ſhould ſay, That every 
one who acknowledges the Queen's Authority, has 
{tho* uncommiſſion'd and unnaturaliz'd himſelf) a 
Power to naturalize Strangers, and veſt them with all 
the Privileges that belong to the Queen's natural Sub- 
jects. But this confutes it ſelf. If he means, that 
every baptiz d Chriſtian has a Right to baptize, if he 
do it.in the Name of the Trinity : Then this Right 
muſt belong to him, either becauſe he is a Member 


Mem: 


. 


Member of the Church, acquires this Right, by uſing 
the Form of Words in the Name of the Trinity: The 
firſt of theſe gives him Juſt as much Right to baptize, 
as the Naturalization of a Stranger gives him to natu- 
ralize other Strangers, which is none at all, as every 
body knows. And as for the Second, that can give 
him no more Right than a common Citizen has to 
make Men Free, when he uſes the ſame Form of 
Words which the Chamberlain of Landon does when 
he gives a Freedom. — "Tis the Chamberlain's Office 
to make Men Free; and if a common Citizen preſumes 
to attempt it, his uſing the Chamberlain's Form of 
Words will be of no Efficacy; they give him no more 
Authority than he had before, it will remain as null a 
Freedom, as if he had not us d thoſe Words, ſo lon 
as he cannot prove, that he ever receiv'd any Commiſ- 
fion or Authority to give Freedoms, 


d. XVIII. But farther it is not Baptiſm in the Name 
ok the Trinity, if it be not adminiſtred by one who 
has Commiſſion and Authority from the Trinity: How 
can a Man be ſuppos'd to do any thing in another's 
Name, when he never was ſent, or impower'd by that 
other? How, for Example, can any one fign and ſeal 
Articles of Agreement between a King and his rebelli- 
ous Subjects, without the King's Authority and Com- 
miſſion, and at the ſame time ſay, I do this in the 


King's Name? If any one ſhould preſume to do fo, 


can his be call d the King's Act? And has the King ob- 
lig d himſelf, by any ſuch unauthoriz d Act of one, 


who it may be, does this in Rebellion againſt that 


very Authority which the King has given to others 
for ſo great a Purpoſe? As in the Caſe of our not on- 
> foe taint dnl but Anti-Epiſcopal Lay Baptizers ; 
Certainly this can never be admitted, till direct Con- 
tradictions can be reconcil'd. For tis no leſs than a 
direct Contradiction to fay, I (an uncommiſſion d Lay» 
man) who never was authoriz d by the Trinity for this 


Fur: 


(74) 
Purpoſe, Baptize thee N. in the Name of (i. e. by the 
Authority T have receiv'd from) the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghoſt: And much more monſtrous muſt 
the Aggravation be, when *tis not only a Contradiction 
in Terms, but alſo a Defiance of the Trinity's Autho- 
rity committed to the Biſhops ; for let ſuch Baptizers 


think what they will. if they in Truth are not in the 


Apoſtolic Succeſſion, and have not Chriſt's firſt Com- 
miſſion handed to them from the Apoſtles, by their 
Succeſſors; but inftead thereof, a falſe Commiſſion, 
receiv'd only from ſuch as never had Authority to 
give them a true one, but pretend to give it in oppoſi- 
tion to the Authority of the Apoſtles Succeſſors; ſuch 
Baptizers are ſo far from Having the Commiſſion of 
the Holy Trinity, which is no other than the firſt 
Commithon given by Chriſt, that they are direct Re- 
bels againſt that Commiſſion, and can with no Reaſon 
or Equity be faid ro baptize in the Name, or by the 
Authority, but againſt the Name, and contrary to 
the Authority of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghoſt. And let our Author make the Experi- 
ment when he pleaſes, he will find no Precedents in the 
"pr Church, for the Validity of unauthoriz'd,much 

s of our Anti-Epiſcopal Lay Baptiſms; the Church 
for above Fourteen bundred Years, has not canonically 
pronounc'd ſuch Baptiſms to be good; and thoſe Chur- 
ches which have ſaid any thing in favour of Lay Bap- 
tiſm, have not determin'd it to be in the Power of 
Lay Chriſtians as ſuch, ro baptize, but have only au- 
thoriz d fome to do ſo in want of a Prieft. | See what 
I have ſaid upon the Council of Eliberis, p. 5 2-] which 
Authority if it were good, can extend no farther than 
to ſuch Laymen as were the Subjects of thoſe Biſhops, 
who gave ſuch Authority; and therefore not to all 
Lay-men of the univerſal Church, who were never 
impower d by any of the four firſt general Councils, 
Was; Tr 
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g. XIX. But becauſe our Author is ſo very fond of 
theſe laſt Fourteen Centuries and does not Care to be 
concluded by the Three firſt hundred Tears of Chriſti. 
anity, which were the beſt and pureſt Ages of the 
Church: I will therefore bring ſome Teſtimonies 
againſt Lay Baptiſm, from competent Witneſſes, who 
liv'd in that very Period which he himſelf inſiſts on. 
St. Baſil thus argues. 


« Thoſe whom a Laich baptizeth, are to be Re- bapti- 


& zed; but thoſe whom a Heretick or Schiſmatick Bapti- 
« zeth, a Laick Baptigeth; therefore ſuch are to be re- 
baptized. This Argument he made uſe of, to prove, that 
Heretical and Schiſmatical Baptiſms, were null and 
void; and he reckon'd them ſo, becauſe he thought 
them of the ſame Nature as Lay Baptiſms in thoſe 
Days. His major Propoſition, that © Thoſe whom a 
Laick baptizeth, are to be rebaptiged, was not deny'd; 
he had no Oppoſers to defend ſuch Baptiſms. All 
the Oppoſition he met with, was, that they deny 
his Minor, That theſe whom a Heretick or Schiſma- 
« tick baptizeth, a Laick baptizeth : They would not 
allow that the Hereticks and Schiſmaticks in thoſe 
Days, were mere Laicks; for in Fact, they had been 


admitted into the Miniſtry by Epiſcopal Ordination; 


and the Nicene Council had condemn'd the Notion of 
ſuch Hereticks and Schi ſmaticks being meer Lay- men: 
And therefore, tho? they did not deny, but Lay-Bap- 
tiſm was null and void; yet they allow'd Hererical 
and Schiſmatical Baptiſms in the Name of the Trini- 
ty, to be good becauſe they were not Lay Baptiſms; 
and to this Practice of ſome Churches allowing the 


then ſchilmarical Baptiſms to be valid, St. Ba/i/ ſub- 


mitted. Baſ. Can. Epiſt. ad Amphiloc, Can. 1. After 
the Council of Nice, the major Propoſition, © That 
* thole whom a Laick baptizeth, are to be 
** re-baptized, was look'd upon to be ſo true, that it 
* was the undoubred Principle whereby the Orthodox 
-- Confuted the {pes for thus they argued, 


* Thole 
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(76) 
* Thoſe whom a Laick baptizeth, are to be re- 
* baptized; but thoſe whom an Arian Prieſt bapti- 
* zeth, are not to be re-baptized : Therefore an Ari- 
an Prieſt is not a Laick. This Argument ſo con- 
founded Hilary the Deacon, that he was forc'd to 
deny the Minor, which his Maſter Lucifer had 
ranted before, viz. That thoſe whom an Arian Prieſt 
2 tizeth, are not be rebaptig d, and which St. Ferom 
. affirms by the Authority of the Nicene Council, Hie- 
ron. Dial. adv, Lucif, 

St. Chryſoſton Archbiſhop of Conſtantinople, Anno 
398. © is expreſs for the Invalidity of Lay Baptiſm; 
and that in Caſes of Neceſſity it can be no more ad- 
* miniſtred by a Laick, than the Euchariſt. Chry/. Lib. 
iii. de Sacerd. C. 5. But all theſe are things (ſays 
de he) which can be adminiſired by no other Han ti; 
« ving, but by thoſe ſacred Hands alone, the Hands, 
<« 1 ſay, of the Pꝛieſt. 


Theſe are Inſtances for which I am beholden to the 


* and Reverend Mr. Villiam Reeves's Notes on 
incentius Lirinenſis, in the 2d. Vol. of the Apol. of 
Juſtin Martyr, &c. p. 263, 264. and are plain Proofs 
againſt our Author, who aſſerts, That © The Faith of the 
Trinity gives every Pan 2 Right to baptiae, and 
* this bas been the. conſtant Senſe of the Church for 
* above fourteen Hundred Tears. For here we ſee, that 
within the Term of this very Period, *rwas a ſtanding 
Maxim, that Lay Baptiſms were null and void; and 
that thoſe who pleaded for the Validity of ſome Here- 
tical and Schiſmatical Baptiſms, could not deny the 
Nullity of thoſe which were adminiſtred by meer La- 
icks. So far is Antiquity from favouring our Author's 
Notions, that it is a ditect Oppoſer of them; and 


that Age which he appeals to, cenſures and condemns 


his Aflertions. 


d. XX. He tells us, They reckon'd that Baptiſm Is 


«* the Gift of Chriſt to his Church, when given in the 
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« Name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. And 
who denies this? It certainly is ſo; bur then they did 
not reckon it ſo in his Senſe; they did not eſteem it 
to be Baptiſm in the Name of the Trinity, when per- 
form'd by a Lay-Man, who was deſtitute of the Tri- 
nity's Authority and Commiſſion, to be convey'd by 
the Biſhop ; they did not reckon, that the Miniſtra- 
tion of Baptiſm was the Gift of Chriſt to any but his 
Church Repreſentative, the Biſhops thereof, and thoſe 
whom they ſhould authorize z and then, and then on- 
ly, did they allow it to be Chriſt s Gift to the other 
Part of his Church, when adminiſtred to them by the 
Hands of his Commiſſioners, whom he appointed to 
convey. this Gift to every Member of his ſpiritual 
Kingdom. 


d. XXI. He ſays, I: ig Chriſt's Baptiſm, be they who 
give it Hereticks, or Orthodox, Clergy, or Laity; and 
« the latter Ages, Men or Women. But how does he 
prove all this? He only tells us ſo; and is his bare af. 
firming ſufficient to convince? What if the Ancients 
after the three firſt Centuries did agree, that it is 
Chriſt's Baptiſm, when adminiſtred in the Name of 
the Trinity, by either a Heretick, or Orthodox Prieſt, 
becauſe they reckon d, that the Hereſy of the 
Prieſt, did not null and make void Chriſt's Com- 
miſſion once given him? Does it therefore follow, 
that that is Chriſt's Baptiſm which is given by an un- 
authoriz'd Lay- man, who never was Chriſt's Repre- 
ſentative, never had his Commiſſion and Authority? 
Can any thing be call d Chriſt's Miniſtration, which he 
neither performs in Perſon himſelf, nor is done by any 
one ſent by him? Ar this Rate he may ſay, that a La- 
ick's Attempt to conſecrate the Euchariſt, is Chriſt's 
Sacrament ;—— that a Laick's pretending to bind and 
looſe, to abſolve and retain Sins, is Chriſt's Binding 
and Looſing, Abſolving and Retaining Sins; that a 
Lay - Man's Excommunication of Notorious Offen- 


ders, 
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ders, is Chriſt's Excommunication of them; that 
a Lay-Man's Authoritative Preaching as Chriſt's Am. 
baſlador, is Chriſt's Preaching ; that a Laick's Go« 
vernment of the Church is Chriſt's Government. 
And laſtly, that Lay Ordination is Chriſt's Ordina- 
tion; and ſo we (hall have no need of either Bi: 
ſhops, Prieſts, or Deacons; no need of ſuch Officers 
ſpiritual Miniſtrations : But God be praiſed, our great 
Law-giver has ſecured us againſt all this, by his own 
ſacred Inſtitution of theſe ſpiritual Officers, and their 
reſpective Functions; and has promis?d, that the Gates 
of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt them. 


6. XXII. As for Womens Baptiſm, our Author has 
told us, that it is againſt © an expreſs Rule of the 
Apoſtles, p. 23. and here he ſays, it is Chr:fPs Baptiſm. 
Are Chriſt and his Apoſtles at variance with one ano- 
ther ? Have they made Rules contrary to the Mind of 
Chriſt; or, has Chriſt own'd for his, what they expreſsly 
and by his Commiſhon prohibited to be done? Theſe 
things can never ſtand together, for the Apoſtles and 
Chriſt are exactly conſiſtent with one another; their 
Rules are his Rules, and whatſoeyer is againſt their 
expreſs Rule is contrary to him, and therefore none 
of his: So that if Women's Baptizing is againſt an 
expreſs Rule of the Apoſtles, then Baptiſm adminiſtred 
by Women, is none of Chriſt's Bapriſm; becauſe 
Chriſt's Baptiſm can never be againſt an expreſs Rule 
of the Apoſtles, who made all their Rules in contor- 
mity to his Inſtitutions. 


&. XXIII. Next, our Author would make his Res- 
der believe, that the Doctrine of the Nullity of Lay 
Baptiſm, is Poperp; for he ſays, © 1h:s is not the 


© only Step ſome are making towards Popery. To lay 


that it is not the only Step, fignifies, that it is one of 
the Steps ſome are making towards Popery; this is 


ſtrange exen to a Wonder and an Aſtoniſhment; every 


Body 
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dy that can tell what corrupt Po „ knows 
urge Notion of Lay Baptiſm's bng ana. is — 
of the particular Tenets of the Church of Rome. And 
how the deny ing of any Validity in ſuch Baptiſms, is 
making a Step towards (when tis directly contrary to) 
popery, is unconceivable ; but ſome People may find 
2 way to make this Popery! by a new Maxim which 
our Fore-Fathers were ignorant of; and that is this; 
Every thing that is deſiruftive of Hereſy, Schiſm, Fa- 4 
naticiſm Libertiniſm, Deiſm, and Atheiſm, is Popery; jo 
This is ſome of the New Light that is hung out to us 
S in theſe Days of Darkneſs! by this we are enabled to 
S diſcover Secrets which before lay hid! and to free our | 
f 


ſelves from that diſma/ Slavery and Bondage, wherein 
the Prieſts held us, while we were deſtitute of this all- 
diſcovering Light! By this, Socinians determine the 
Doctrine of the Trinity to be Popery; Schiſma- 
ticks, that the neceſſity of conſtant Communion 
with the Church, is Popery; Fanaticꝶs, That all 
Decency, and Order, and proper Ceremonies in di- 
vine Worſhip, are Popery; Libertines, That all re- 
ſtraining of our fleſhly Luſts, all Obedience and Sub- 
=> miſhon to ſpiritual Superiors, are Popery; Deiſts, 
That all reveal'd Religion is an Invention of Popery , 
And Atheiſts, That the Being of a God, and his Pro- 
= vidence, are Popery. Every one of theſe calls what 
= he diſlikes, Popery ; and by this means, works ſo far 
upon the Imaginations of fimple People, as to make 
them diſlike and hate it too, becauſe it is Popery! 
For you muſt know, that Popery was once ſo dread- 
# fully miſchievous to us, that ever ſince, if the Name 
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ot Popery be but given to the beſt of Things, tis an 
J oetfectual way to make ſome (who know nothing of 
„the Matter, abhor and loath what 'tis their Duty to 
y | love, reverence, and eſteem. I dare not ſuppoſe that | 
£ [IR our Author had any ſuch Deſign, in telling us, that 
s de oppoſing of Lay Baptiſm, © is nor the Only Step q 


y * ſome are making towards Popery, —— | rather be- 
5 | | | lieve 
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1 eve it to be ſome unhappy Slip of * 
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S. XXIV. Tis now hi er ls 
Concluſion, and — I only beg leave, to propoſe. 
- theſe following Queſtions to all the Ader of the 
Validity unauthorized Lay Baptiſms, humbly ſub- 
mitting Reſolution, 4 well as all that I have 

_ aid in theſè Papers, to the wiſe Determination of the 
moſt Reverend, the Right Reverend, and Reverend the 

Orthodox Clergy of the Church of E ngland, &c. who 

are the moſt competent Judges of ſuch Matters, and 
they are theſe. 

. Whether Chriſt's Inſtitution of Baptiſin does 
not as much Determine, that it muſt conſtantly and un- 
alterably be adminiſtred by thoſe only, who are the A- 
ſtles Succeſſors, and others appointed by them: As 

tdoes fix the Matter to be no other than Water, and 
the Form to be no other than that in the Name of the 
Trinity? And if it does, Then, | 

zd. Whether the Adminiſtrator of Chrift's Bap- | 

tiſm, is not appointed to be the Repreſentative of God 
the giver, as much as the Matter Water is, to be the | 
outward Sign of the-inward and: Spiritual Graces, gi- 
ven and convey'd by Baptiſmm And if it is, 

3d/y. Whether en, cart be ſuch a Thing as an In- 
ſtituted outward Sign, of Inward and Spiritual Gra- 
ces given, without the inſtituted Repreſentative of 
Got, the, iver of thoſe Graces ? 

. Whether an unauthoriz%d Lay-mariS*%tHn be 
juſtly ba to be God's Repreſentative ; and how he can, 
even in times of greate Neceſſity, give us the Sign 
and Seal as God's ney, without a Commiſſion ei- 
ther immediately from God, or mediately from 
thoſe whom God has authoriz'd to give ſuch Com- 
miſſion? 

5thly. Whether Chriſt's Commiſſion to his Apoſtles 
* er Succeflors, and thoſe appointed oy them = 
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the end of the World, in theſe Words, * Go Be, 
* Diſciple—— Baptizing, is not u Pogtitve Com: 
mand-to them, actually to Baptize ſuch as were ne- 
ver Baptiz d by them ? If it is not, How are Clergy- 
men 'oblig'd to Baptize at all? And'what Divine Law 
is there, that has made it their incumbent Duty to give 
Bapriſin ? But if the Commiſſion is a Peremptory 
Command, and they are bound to Obey ir, and conſe: 
quently to Baptize actually, all capable Subjects who 
were never Baptiz d by them ; then 
6thly. How can they be fairly faid to have obey'd 
this Command of Chrift, when they refuſe. Baptiſm to 
thoſe, who never receivd-it from any of them, and 
earneſtly Tae to them for it? 
7thly. Whether inſtead of this Ac of Obedience, 
there is any Inſtituted Commutarive Act, to be — 
form'd by the Clergy, over thoſe who never were Bap- 
tiz d by them; and which is appointed to anſwer all 
the Ends and Deſigns of Sacerdotal Baptiſm, in ſome 
extraordinary Caſes, when the giving or requiring of 
tuch Baptiſm, may cauſe Diſturbances in the Church 
of Chrilt, from the Wickedneſs of ſome, and the Ig 
norance of other??? | 
St hy. If thete is any ſuch Iaſtituted Commutative 
Act, to ſupply the want of Sacerdoral Baptiſm, up- 
on fuch Emergencies ; when, and by whom was it ap- 
pointed? | 
9th. But if there is no ſuch Commutative Act ap- 
pointed, then, why ſhould Men reft fatisty'd with 
ſuch Uninſtituted Waſhings as are perform'd by unau- 
thoriz'd Lay- men? And eſpecially, what Reaſon can 
be given, why many among us ſhould be eſteem d to 
have receivd Chriſt's Baptiſm, when in truth they 
they have only been Waſh'd by unauthorkz d Lay-men, 
in - wy to the Divine Authority of the Apoſtles 
Succeſſors, the Biſhops of the Chriltian Church. 
rorhbly. And Laſtly, If the Inititution of Baptifm 
does not neceſſarily requite , that the Adminiſtratot 
ne thereof 
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thereof ſhould be Authoriz'd and Commiſſion'd by the 
Apoſtles Succeſſots; then, by what Divine Law can it 
be prov'd, that Unbaptiz d Perſons of riper Years, are 
oblig'd to ſeek for Baptiſm at the Hands of any other 
Adminiſtrator than themſelves? Why can't ſuch Perſons 
baptize themſelves, as well as receive Baptiſm from ano- 
ther, ſince they have as much Authority to come into the 
Church by their own Act of Baptizing themſelves, as 
others have to admit them into it, by their unautho- 
riz'd Act of Baptization, - 8 © % 


& XXV. Theſe are Queſtions of ie great Impor. I 
tance ; for, if Baptiſm is not by Chriſt's Inftitution 
appropriated to the Prieſt's Office: If, as the Inſtitu- 
tion now ſtands, there can be ſuch a thing as Chriſtian 
Baptiſm, without an authorizd Adminiſtrator, then 
*ewill be extreamly Difficult, if at all Poſſible, to pro- 
duce Arguments ſufficient to prove, that any one ei 
ritual Function, is peculiarly and unalienably annex d 
to the Chriſtian Prieſthood; for, whatſoever can be 
ſaid againſt the Neceſſity of an Explicite Commiſſion 
to Baptize, may, to as good purpoſe be attirm?d- 2. 
gainſt the Neceſſity of ſuch a Commiſſion, to Conſe: 
crate and Adminiſter the other Sacrament; and the 
like againſt all other Parts of the Sacerdotal Power 
and Authority; and fo the whole Chriſtian Prieſthood 
it ſelf will be liable to the ſame Objettions; and 
when theſe Objections ſhall gain Reputation, and 
prevail; when not only the People, but the Cler- 
gy alſo, ſhall acknowledge and aſſert them; Then it 
will inevitably come to paſs, that the Sacerdoral O,. BR 
fice muſt periſh, and Chriſt will have no liar Or- 
der of Men to be his Commiſſion d Ambaſſadors, and BE 
ro repreſent to us his Invifible Priefthood, by virtue 
of which he is now Mediating between God and Man, 
and pleading our Cauſe with his Eternal Father in the 
Higheſt Heavens. But this can never come to pass, 
ſo Jong. 28 there ſhall be a Church of Chriſt on hon i 


—— — 
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or He, the great Founder of this Bleſs'd Society has 
. that the Gates of Hell ſhall not — 4- 
| gainſt it, and conſequently, neither againſt his Inſti- 
| rated Spiritual Rulers and Governours thereof, with 
| whom he has engag'd himſelf to continue, and always 
do concur with them in their Sacred Miniftrations, even 
to the end of the World: 
3 =P 


And therefore to Him, the great ARTIE of our 
Profeſſion ! the Author and Finiſher of our Faith! the 
Eternal Logos who is God over all, Bleſſed for ever- 
more! with his Eternal Father! and the Holy Ghoſt ! 
three Co-eternal Perſons, and but one Infinite, Ineffa- 
ble, and Incomprehenfible God ! be all Honour, Praiſe, 
and Glory, Love, Obedience, and Adoration, aſcrib 


and Paid by all his Creatures, henceforth, and for e- 
ver. Amen. 
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